
 

 

Sunday Services 

 
Aug 2                                      “First and Former Fruits” 

                                                                   Rev. David Carl Olson 
 

The Celts celebrated the harvest deity Lugh at this time of year as the first fruits of 

summer are brought in. We’re picking tomatoes now, and fearing the crop of mega-

zucchini that usually emerges. And we’re mindful of taking time to relax and 

welcome those who seek our bounty. 
. 

 

   August 9             

                                                                                                             “Looking Backward” 

     Rev. David Carl Olson                                                                                                           
 

Why did we do what we did in the past five years in Search and in Calling a 

minister. Is there something from this experience that can help us as we enter 

the process again? What did we accomplish? How might we celebrate? 

* Second Sunday/Second Principle Collection-F.A.C.T. (Flint Area Congregations 

Together) Dues 

 

                                  August 16                                                                                                  “To Tell the Truth” 

                                                                                               Rev. David Carl Olson 
                                                                                                    

John Straw asked our Minister to share his thoughts about his experience in Flint 

during our time together. “I’ve been touched, challenged, moved and transformed by 

my time here, and I will be forever grateful,” was his reply. Really. This is the truth 

which needs telling. 
                                              

 

                                             August 23                                                                                              Rev. Lauren Thomas 

                                         To be Announced 
  

                                             August 30                                        “Looking Forward” 

                                                                 Rev. David Carl Olson 

 An opportunity to say goodbye, as our Moderator and Minister ritually release each other from               

the covenant we established when the church extended a Call to our Minister and our Minister 

accepted that call. A time for each party to extend there best wishes to the other. 
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Quahog Mitt 

(a ñRhode Island clamdiggerò considers the 

world in the context of the ñmittenò of 

Michigan . . .  and hopes to grasp and hold 

even the slipperiest of shells) 

Dear Congregation, beloved members and 

friends, 

I saw a sermon title that amused me 

recently. ñThe best is yet to come!ò it 

proclaimed, and I wondered whether this 

might be a theme that speaks to a church 

waiting for the return of Jesus or just 

expecting a heavenly reward.  I wondered, 

too, whether this might be a theme that 

applied to us. 

The best is yet to come, an old 

progressivist stance might take. Humanity is 

evolving, human social systems are evolving, 

in the words of an old radical song, ña better 

worldôs in birth.ò Yes, it might be that, in 

some cosmic way, ñthe best is yet to come.ò 

And yet simply, practically, isnôt it true for 

us as well? Our church is entering a time of 

self-examining about future directions in 

ministry: in our expressions of lifespan faith 

development in worship, music and education; 

in our creating a community of welcome and 

care for members; in our renewed engagement 

of the world, Flint, Genesee County, our 

nation, international forms. ñThe best is yet to 

comeò because our work of examination will 

give us clearer answers to our central 

questions, answers enhanced by our 

experience of these past four years. Youôll see 

with a new set of eyes present, and think and 

work with perspectives different from mine. I 

believe youôll make good use of your time 

with the interim minister you have hired. 

ñThe best is yet to come,ò too, for us as we 

conclude our relationship. My deepest prayer 

is that we will find closure in ways that are 

both honest and compassionate, reflecting the 

brighter lights of our relationship these fifty 

months or so and understanding more fully the 

shadow side of our relating, that part of our 

congregational system that protected us from 

the troubles large and small of our church and 

its life. 

Flint is a tough town. Twenty five and 

more years of broken promises by our 

(former) largest employer and even longer 

sharp polarization between General Motors 

and the unions representing her workers make 

this a place which is imbued with opposition, 

distrust and even fear. A quarter century of 

economic depression, in my mind, can only 

lead to vast social depression. A church like 

ours can be a center for uplift and 

empowerment, and building a sense of 

compassionðeven for ourselvesðis essential 

as we work to be the liberating presence the 

world is counting on us to be. 

I wonder if you know that I will always 

speak with gratitude about Flint, about the 

vital church I have found here, about the 

resilience and thoughtfulness and caring that I 

have discovered among you? I wonder if you 

know that I will always talk about the Flint 

congregation I know as one of great promise 

and usefulness? I wonder if you can believe, 

as I do, the ñthe best is yet to comeò for our 

city, our church, our people. I will miss you 

sorely as I leave and begin the next step on my 

journey. And I will ever be thankful for my 

time among you. 

In our liberating faith, 

(Rev.) David Carl OlsonAiu 

 

 

 

 

 

  



A NOTE FROM THE MODERATOR 

On behalf of the UU Church of Flint board, I am pleased to inform you that our interim minister for 

2009-2010 is Rev. Shirley Ranck, AIM. AIMôs (Accredited Interim Ministers) are ministers given 

credentials by the Unitarian Universalist Association. They are seasoned ministers with advanced 

consulting skills whose competence in ministering to congregations in all the complexities of an 

interim period is proven and who are willing to relocate annually. Rev. Ranck is author of Cakes for 

the Queen of Heaven and has been a UU minister for more than twenty years. She will be coming to 

Flint in mid-August to find an apartment and finalize her move from California.  

 

Although the UU Church of Flint appoints an interim minister to carry out various roles of preaching, 

pastoral care, organizational development/support and spiritual leadership in anticipation of the next 

settled minister, there are specific developmental tasks recommended to lay leaders during the interim 

and which UUA-trained interim ministers are expected to work on.   

 

We do this together, as ordained minister, staff, lay leaders and members.  These are so important to 

the churchôs development that the UU Church of Flint has included them as part of the Interim 

Minister Contract.  The tasks include the following: 

¶ assist the congregation in claiming and honoring its past and in healing any possible griefôs 

and conflicts associated with the departure of the minister;  

¶ illuminate the congregationôs unique identity, its strengths, its needs, its challenges;  

¶ clarify the multiple dimensions of leadership, both ordained and lay, paid and volunteer, and 

aid the congregation in navigating the shifts in leadership that accompany times of transition;  

¶ maintain professional connections with available resources of the larger community, within 

and beyond the Unitarian Universalist Association;  

¶ enable the congregation to renew its vision, strengthen its stewardship, prepare for new 

professional leadership, and engage its future with anticipation and zest.  

As we move forward, we have a special opportunity to co-create our own ñbeloved communityò.  

 

              June H. Urdy 

                  Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Members and Friends, 

 

While the summer months are a time for rest and relaxation, it is also (already!) the time to 

start gearing up for the new 2009-2010 program year.  It is so hard to believe that before we 

know it, September will be upon us; the weather will cool, we will close down our gardens 

for the season, school will start and we will all, once again, gather to share stories from our 

summer adventures!   

 

It takes a great deal of preparation to ensure that our programs are prepared for fall. This 

week Johanna Brown and I began our annual work on the curriculum for the fall.  Over the 

next month and a half teacher schedules will be finalized, program dates will be solidified, 

and I will begin working with Chris Monk, Sue Owen Kinsey and other volunteers, to put 

together a "kick-off" celebration picnic to follow the service on September 13th (featuring 

fun, games, food and the launching of our lifespan learning programs!  Stay tuned!).    

 

Our Lifespan Learning ministry provides so many opportunities for growth and fun for 

children, youth, and adults alike; from our Coming of Age program to our Sunday morning 

classes for children and youth, and from evening classes for adults to our valued sexuality 

education program, I hope that each of you will take some time to consider that each of these 

programs not only provides information, but an opportunity to connect to your fellow 

congregants and to consider your spirituality at a deeper level.  Facilitating programs can also 

often be a very rewarding experience; many volunteers have had the experience that they get 

just as much out of a program by leading it as being a participant.   

 

If you are interested in helping to create and facilitate our Lifespan Learning Ministry, please 

consider volunteering!  I am currently looking for:  

 

Classroom Coordinators: 
If you are passionate about teaching and providing an important ministry to our children and 

youth each and every Sunday, then this is the job for you!  Classroom coordinators help 

recruit a team of teachers for each classroom and assist in managing the schedule; this 

ministry helps to ensure that our children and youth can look forward to a safe and loving 

classroom environment every Sunday morning.  Classroom coordinators are also vital in our 

evaluation process, helping the Lifespan Learning committee ensure that the lessons fit the 

needs of our children and their families.  If you are interested, please contact me by August 

15, 2009.                    

 

Lifespan Learning Committee Members:  

 

The Lifespan Learning Committee plays a vital role in the success of our Lifespan Learning 

programs. Members of this committee work with the Director of Lifespan Learning to create 

a vision for our ministry to children youth as well as adults. We also work together to recruit 

volunteers, make decisions on which curriculum to offer   and develop new and exciting 

programs for our congregation members as well as for the greater Flint community.  If you  

            are interested in creating this committee, please contact me by August 15, 2009.   

     



OWL Facilitators:  
 

The Heartland District of the UUA will be offering an Our Whole Lives Sexuality Education 

facilitator training on September 25-27th at the Birmingham UU church in Bloomfield Hills.  

Lifespan Learning is looking to sponsor two individuals interested in educating youth about human 

sexuality in a way which helps to build self-esteem, knowledge and confidence.  If you would like to 

facilitate the Our Whole Lives program for teens in our congregation, please contact me no later than 

August 30, 2009. 

 

I hope that each of you is having a wonderful, restful summer.  If you have any questions concerning 

our Lifespan Learning programs or about volunteering, please feel free to send me an email or give 

me a call!  Also, don't forget to check out our lifespan learning blog www.uucflifespan.blogspot.com 

 

 

In Faith, 

 

Amy Peterson Derrick  

Director of Lifespan Learning 

pestro2001@hotmail.com 

810.280.7928 (cell) 

 

 

 

UU 2009 Peace Fair 
Saturday, August 15 

Presents : 

Workshops on Peace Strategies & Tools beginning at 10am 

Featuring: 

Music groups at 3:00 pm 

Poetry Jam at 6:00 pm 

Kids’ activities throughout the day 

Vendor and informational tables throughout the day 

Catering by Memphis Grill BBQ 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Flint 

2474 S. Ballenger Hwy 

Flint, Mi 48507 

$5.00 donation 

 

 

Special sponsors: Raise It Up, Link Community Arts 

 

 

 

 



PEACE FAIR 

The Unitarian Universalist Church will be having 

its first annual Peace Fair on Saturday August 15, 

2009. For us to bring into the church the most 

amount of income it would be beneficial to have 

some of the food donated by our members and/or 

sponsors. If you would like to assist in this, please 

select from this list something that you can do or 

give. Items include: 

Baked Goods (in small single portions) such as 

brownies – cupcakes,  etc. 

50 vienna - 50 skinless hotdogs (or about 100 of 

either)  

[prefer local Koegel’s and seek for sponsorship] 

100 hotdog buns - 100 small burger buns 

20 lbs quality burger meat. 

10 cans of Vegetable Beef soup – (preferably 

alphabet style) 

Ice-cream for the kids (may seek sponsorship for 

Have-a-Bar w/cart for serving)[types are flexible 

but keep in mind the possible mess involved] 

25 ea Sunday cups Strawberry – Chocolate 

25 Orange pushups 

24 ea of Strawberry – Orange – Punch – Grape pop 

Enough lettuce mix for 30 side salads (in single 

portion containers)  

1 lb ea of Ham, turkey & pepperoni (sliced or 

chopped fine for adding to salads)  

30 potato salads (in single portion containers) 

30 macaroni salad (in single portion containers) 

90 container dishes (if the above cannot be done in 

single portions then we will need to do this here 

with these containers) 

100 small bags chips 

 

Please see Diane Vack to bring items in early on 

Sunday mornings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY DONATIONS 
  

Our collection for July was for Eisenhower School.  

We collected $447.00.  Thank you all.  This was the 

first collection of our new fiscal year which starts 

on July 1. 

  

We had 37 surveys returned and 8 choices.  These 

are the 6 agencies to which we will be donating for 

this year in the order they were selected: 

    1. Food Bank of Eastern Michigan 

    2. Eisenhower School 

    3.  YWCA Safe House for Battered Women and    

their children 

    4. Motherly Intercession 

    5. Wellness, HIV/AIDS Services 

    6 Planned Parenthood. 

  

Next month, on August 9, we will collect for our 

F.A.C.T dues. 

  

In September, we will support the Food Bank's 

Back Pack Program; October, it will be for the UU 

Association Sunday; November will be Planned 

Parenthood; and December will be for Wellness, in 

honor of World Aids Day which comes each year 

on December 1. 

  

Thanks again for your support of this Social Justice 

program. 

  

 Marion Van Winkle,  

for Social Justice and Outreach 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Picnic 

Sunday, September 13, 2009 

12 noon until 4 p.m. 

 

Come One, Come All, to the Annual 

Church Picnic 
 

- Bounce House  

- A slip and slide for the kids. 

- Other kid’s events  

- There will be volley ball and badminton for the 

adults. 

- We will have lots of food – burgers, hot dogs and 

veggies. 

- Please bring a dish to pass, and join us for a day 

filled with fun and community. 

                     ~The Worship Committee 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Volunteers 

July 

 
First Sunday 

Greeters Jason Galvas, Bob Barnett, Philip 

Greenfield, Cecelia Terrell 

Ushers Wyn & Dave Handwerker 

Kitchen Diane Vack 

Office  Margie Latter 

Sound  Laura Rust 

 

Second Sunday 
Greeters Ron Krueger, Jason Galvas &  

Sheila Smith 

Ushers Dorothy Davis, Ann Giese &  

Todd Bostwick 

Kitchen Diane Vack, Rita Short 

Office  Dorothy Davis 

Sound  Dave Handwerker 

 

Third Sunday 
Greeters Audrey Bassett, Rose Klein, Don 

Klein, Jason Galvas 

Ushers  Holly Lubowicki & Brent Smalley 

Kitchen  Diane Vack 

Office   Sara Gordon 

Sound  Laura Rust 

 

 

Fourth Sunday 

Greeters Scott Stensaas, Brent Smalley,  

Jason Galvas, Phyllis Stanbury 

Ushers  Cathy & Dave Frazee 

Kitchen Diane Vack 

Office  Dorothy Davis  

Sound  Karen Olson 

 



 

August 2009 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

*Board Meeting, 

Blackinton, 10 am 

2 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

 

3 4 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

5 6 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

7 8 

*Pathway to 

Membership, 10 am – 

2 pm (Lunch 

Provided) 

9 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Second Sunday for 

FACT Dues 

*PFLAG, 2-4:30 p.m. 

 

10 11 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

12 13 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*FACT Leadership 

meeting, 5-8 pm 

 

14 15 

*Peace Fair & Music 

Festival begins at  

10 a.m. 

16 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

 

17 18 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

19 20 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 am 

*Wake Up Call Film 

Series-Cancelled 

 

21 22 

23 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

*PFLAG-Ice Cream 

Social, Blackinton, 

12-3 p.m. 

 

24 25 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

26 27 

Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

28 

*PFLAG, Final Friday 

Film Fest, 7 pm 

*Finance Committee 

meeting, 1:30 pm 

29 

*UU Flint Golf 

Outing, IMA Golf 

Course registration 1 

pm 

* Outing Dinner 3-11 

pm, Fellowship Hall 

30 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

 

31      

 


