
 

 

Sunday Services 

 
July 5                  Fifth of July’ and the Lives We Live” 

                                                                   Rev. David Carl Olson 
 

Lanford Wilson’s play “Fifth of July” is set in the years after the Vietnam war in a 

dispirited nation wondering what role it should play in the world. It has also been called 

“a quintessential gay-positive play” in its nonchalant characterization of a couple of men 

who just want to live their own lives authentically. Can a person “on the (religious) 

margins” live a life that is simultaneously meaningful, reflective and intentional , as well 

as being “no big deal”? Can a congregation?  
. 

 

   July 12              

                                                                                                                          “1920 vs. 2009: Better, Worse or the Same” 

             Sue Owen Kinsey                                                                                                           
 

A discussion about life in the 1920s compared to life today. What are the 

differences, and what things are still the same? Come join us for an  

enlightening discussion.  
 

   * Second Sunday/Second Principle Collection-Eisenhower School Summer Program 

 

                                 July 19                                                                “Keeping the Faith in Post-9/11-America” 

                                                                                                                    Sheila Smith 
                                                                                                    

Keeping faith in America and its principles becomes a challenge when one must endure, 

or chances to observe, the blatant discrimination against Arab or Arab-looking Americans. 

How can we, in our tradition of justice-seeking, help make America safer for Arabs or 

those who look like Arabs? We must insist on an America that lives up to its promise.    
                                              

 

                                            July 26                                                                                          “Eat to Live or Live to Eat”  

                                                                                                                            Ron Krueger                                                                                                        

This isn't either or; we must eat for energy and health. The choice comes in with whether 

we live to enjoy, as often as possible, wholesome food produced in sustainable fashion in 

the company of congenial people, preferably at home. Bring your appetite. 
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Quahog Mitt 

 
Dear congregation, dear community,  

 

A great argument broke out, once, among people who practiced Christianity in Europe. 

"Where is the real presence of Christ?" was asked, "And who should have access to that 

presence?" One of the answers was that the presence of Christ was found in the bread and 

wine which were used each week in the Mass. Christ and Christ's real presence--and 

suffering--was found in the Eucharist, that the simple elements had been radically 

transformed into something new--which was something old, which was something timeless. 

Christ and Christ's willing execution were present. And some argued: who should have 

access to the bread? Who the wine? And arguments ensued . . .  

 

Another answer developed that said that the wine and bread contained something very 

powerful. They bore a memory of Jesus, and while the life of Jesus was lived once and for 

all, the sacrifice of Christ was only recalled in that memorial meal. Still, the real presence of 

Christ was discovered in the people assembled. It was the congregation coming together with 

intention that revealed the meaning of the Jesus story for us, and the continuing presence of 

Jesus in the world was in the people. And, of course, get a group of people together, and 

arguments ensue . . .  

 

A later answer found less a need for Jesus in the real divine presence. Some saw the divine 

present in the mystery around us, in the created universe and its grandeur, in all the life-

affirming processes of earth, in the cycles of dying and living that seem unstoppable, and 

even eternal. "The Christ" became less identified with the person Jesus and more with the 

potential that is in all of us. "The Christ" was less a person to be followed and more a way of 

being in the world that allows us to see the divine in all around us. (Even arguing people!)  

 

Each year, I love this time when I write my newsletter column while awaiting a plane to 

General Assembly. The annual gathering of representatives of our congregations is, in one 

sense, the time when the "real presence" of UUism is found: we gather, we worship, we 

consider the world as it is, and imagine together a world that can, with our help, become. 

Sometimes we argue. But in it all, I hope we keep our "eyes on the prize," even as we know 

that we can only take one step at a time in this journey of faith together.  

 

The last time we met in Salt Lake City, I found Utah a place where my aspirations were 

mirrored in the snow-capped mountains around the city. Ever-present through mist and 

cloud, their peaks sing out from on high. It is rather breathtaking, when walking from my 

usual cheap- as-you-can-get motel over to the Salt Palace Convention Center, to just look up 

and see those hills. The Psalmist asks, "Whence cometh my help?" The divine presence 

seems to be all around.  

 

By the time you've read this, the most pointed "argument" our Association will be making 

will have concluded: we will have chosen a new President of our Unitarian Universalist 

Association. We will have spent about a week together, concluding two years (?!) of  



campaigning, and we will have considered, with one another, how we can be the real presence of the 

Spirit, eternal and divine, among our people.  

 

I hope this symbol of our faith-filled work as an association, can also inspire, for us, a faith-filled 

walk in Flint. You're entering a process of discerning a new direction for our church in our  

community, and in a year or so, you will be stepping forward in a new way on the path. A next step, 

yet still a step of faith, of accountability, of manifesting God to a world that cries out for a universal 

and all-conquering love that will bring all souls into harmony.  

 

Ooops! there's the plane. Gotta  run. See you back home, real soon.  

 

In gratitude,  

 

 

 

 

(Rev.) David Carl Olson  

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A NOTE FROM THE MODERATOR 

First of all, thank you for the incredible 

honor of being named one of UU Church of Flint's 

volunteers of the year! I am still amazed to be 

included in such a wonderful group of dedicated 

people.  

 

            Second, I am pleased that we are working 

together to achieve a balanced budget for the 

upcoming year that does not require cutting staff or 

greatly diminishing our programs.  

 

            The board will not be meeting in July but 

the work to hire an interim minister continues. The 

board interviewing process will be completed in the 

next few weeks and our interim minister should 

arrive the end of August or early September.  

 

            As the program year changes into summer 

mode, we may slow down a bit, but we continue to 

gather and support each other through the changes 

ahead. There will be many changes in our church 

and in our city over the summer. An interim 

minister will join us until a settled minister is called 

by the congregation. There is a mayoral election in 

August that will have a great impact on the City of 

Flint for the next two years. Our congregation will 

decide if we will grow or become smaller. 

 

            We have planted many seeds in our garden. 

We plant and tend and wait for our harvest.... 

  

                          

~June H. Urdy                                 

Moderator 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Flint 

May 2, 2009 Board Meeting Minutes 
Present: Urdy, Brown, Galvas, Van Winkle, Giese, 

Klein, Rev. Olson, Amy Peterson 

Absent: Reed, Rust 

The meeting was called to order by 

Moderator Urdy. Rev. Olson announced his 

resignation, effective August 31, to accept the 

calling of the UU Church of Baltimore. 

Financial Report 

The treasurer reviewed the financial summary for 

February: 

Month of April income = $10,486.47 

Month of April expense = $14,176.20 

Month of April net income = -$3,689.73 

YTD income = $181,068.78 

YTD expense = $170,614.97 

YTD net income = $10,453.81 

The checking/savings account currently 

stands at $20,684.47 

Upcoming fundraisers are: Service Auction 

on May 9
th

; Job Search workshops on May 9,16,& 

23; Cocktail party on May 23 

The elevator is not up to code; the State of 

Michigan performed an inspection and gave the 

church a verbal warning to fix the elevator within 

60m days. Cost estimation to bring the elevator up 

to code is $1,041. 

It was moved by Galvas and supported by 

Van Winkle to approve fixing the elevator and to 

send out an email capital fundraising request to 

the congregation to cover the cost.  Motion 

carried 

It was moved by Brown and supported by 

Van Winkle to accept the April financial report. 

Motion carried. 

Current Business 

Fundraising Update 

Klein reported on the golf and poker night 

fundraising efforts. She indicated that a $200 

deposit would be needed for the poker night. 

It was moved by Galvas and supported by 

Brown to approve the $200 deposit contingent on 

securing enough volunteers to staff the poker 

night.  Motion Carried 

Committee on Ministry Update 

A conversation about committee 

membership was tabled 

Transition Office 

June Urdy will contact the UUA Transition Office 

and the Heartland District to solicit assistance for 

our minister transition process. 

Reports – Consent Agenda 

It was moved by Brown and supported by Van 

Winkle to accept the Consent Agenda which 

included: 

Á Minister’s report 

Á DLL’s report 

Motion carried. 
 

Adjournment 

Moderator Urdy adjourned the meeting. 

 

 



SECOND SUNDAY DONATION 

  

The collection we took on Sunday, June 14, 

2009 for the YWCA-Safehouse was $459.00.   It's 

amazing what we can donate when we put our 

money together collectively.  Thank you all.   

Next month we start a new program year.  

I'll let you know how the survey turns out.  The 

deadline was the 21st for the surveys.  Thank you 

for contributing your suggestions when I asked for 

them, and for filling out the surveys. 

We have collected a total of $7,296.28 for 

this past program year. 

          ~Marion Van Winkle         

Social Justice and Outreach 

 

Meijer Community Rewards Update 

 

Are you a member of the Meijer Community 

Rewards program?  Are you using your rewards 

card? Our Unitarian Universalist Church of Flint is 

still enrolled in the program and does receive 

money from Meijer.  If you need to re-enroll, our 

churchôs organization number is 804079.  Please see 

Jennifer Howard if you have any questions.   

 

Revisions to the program limit payment type 

for rewards to the Meijer credit card, cash or debit 

card.  Personal checks and non-Meijer credit cards 

will no longer be eligible.  However, on the positive 

side, eligible purchases are expanded to the Meijer 

Gas Station, Convenience Store, Car Wash and 

Meijer.com.  And rewards begin on the first dollar 

spent each month and there is no longer a minimum 

or maximum spending limit. 

 

If you have never enrolled in the program 

and you shop at Meijer, please see Jennifer Howard, 

Fundraising Chair, for an enrollment form.  This is 

one of the fundraising venues for our church. 

 

Jennifer Howard 

Fundraising Chair 

 

 

 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS: 

Bob Allison expresses heartfelt thanks to 

members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Flint for their many expressions of 

sympathy and support on the occasion of the May 

26 death of Don Boyd, Bob's partner of 41 years. 

Cards, calls, visits and other considerations have 

been most appreciated, as were the kind words 

written about Don by Rev. David Carl Olson in the 

UU Flint e-Update for the Week of May 25, 2009. 

 

 

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE IN JULY  

 
Our annual church Rummage Sale happens 

this month of July!  The dates are Thursday through 

Saturday, July 23 through 25, 2009, 9:00am to 

5:00pm.  We need your donations of furniture, clean 

clothes, kitchen and bath items, toys, yard and 

garage items, sports equipment and whatever other 

rummage you may have.  Clean out those closets, 

attics, basements, garages and storage units!  This is 

one of the most successful fundraisers of our church 

year and YOU are a big part of that success by 

donating your rummage items and purchasing other 

items!  Yeah! 

You may bring your donations to the church on: 

Monday, July 20 from 4-8pm 

Tuesday, July 21 from 4-8pm 

Wednesday, July 22 from 2-9pm 

Volunteers will be present at these times to 

help you unpack and place your items in designated 

areas.  You may use the service drive to have easy 

access to Fellowship Hall for all of your items 

EXCEPT furniture and clothes.  Clothes will be 

sorted and placed in the narthex and sanctuary. 

Furniture may be placed in the upstairs hallway, 

outside the Memorial Library or in the Chapel. 

 

Happy rummaging and thank you for your 

generosity. 

                                                         Jennifer Howard 

                                                       Fundraising Chair  

 

 



Book Sale Heroes and Heroines 

 
Our annual Book Sale, June 13-14, 2009, was a 

fundraising success!  We earned $1,152.00!  Thank 

you to all who donated books and purchased books.  

We offered a great selection. 

 

A very special thank you to all of the thirty-nine 

volunteers who worked before, during and after the 

Book Sale. It does ñtake a villageò to advertise the 

sale, procure volunteers, unload boxes of books, set-

up tables, organize books in categories, help 

customers find books, straighten books during the 

sale, take money and smile, repack books leftover 

from sale days, take down tables and sweep the 

floor. 

 

Volunteers included Dorothy Davis (co-chair), Scott 

Stensaas, Jack Horton, John Helsom Jessica 

Hammon, Jason Galvas, Dr. VanWinkle, Joan 

Smalley, Lee Flint, John Straw, Dave Handwerker, 

Wyn Handwerker, Brent Smalley, Mary Wolski, 

Cathy Frazee, Sheila Smith, Dave Frazee, Mary 

Lorenz, Bob Barnett, Philip Greenfield, Don Klein, 

Rose Klein, Harold Ford, Todd Marsh, Troy 

Zeisler, Rickie Muller, Ruth Straw, Joyce Saxton, 

Thorpe Saxton, Ron Krueger, Diane Vack, Pam 

Pinti, Charles Thomas, Pat Nilsson, Susan Marlin, 

June Urdy, Gael Edmonds, Ann Marlin and Carrie 

May. 

 

And on the seventh day, we rested. 

 

                                                       ~Jennifer Howard 

                                                       Fundraising Chair 

 

 

 

Volunteers and Religious  

Educator of the Year 
 

Congratulations to June Urdy and John Helsom as 

Volunteer of the Year, and to Pat Nilsson who 

received Religious Educator of the Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to a Baby Shower! 
 

Come help us celebrate the March arrival of Vance 

Gregory Marsh, son of Nyama and Todd Marsh 

Join us for a light lunch and the company of baby, 

parents and friends 

 

Date: Sunday, July 26, 2009 

Time:  12:00 Noon 

Location: Unitarian Universalist Church of Flint 

RSVP:  Juliet Minard 810-736-5091 

 
Gift suggestion: Children's books for Vance to grow up 

with - he has his very own bookshelf!  Also he is 

registered on Amazon.com and Target and is already in 

6-9 month clothes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday Volunteers 

July 

 
First Sunday 

Greeters Jason Galvas, Bob Barnett, Philip 

Greenfield, Cecelia Terrell 

Ushers Wyn & Dave Handwerker 

Kitchen Diane Vack 

Office  Margie Latter 

Sound  Laura Rust 

 

Second Sunday 
Greeters Ron Krueger, Jason Galvas &  

Sheila Smith 

Ushers Dorothy Davis, Ann Giese &  

Todd Bostwick 

Kitchen Diane Vack, Rita Short 

Office  Audrey Bassett 

Sound  Dave Handwerker 

 

Third Sunday 
Greeters Audrey Bassett, Rose Klein, Don 

Klein, Jason Galvas 

Ushers  Holly Lubowicki & Brent Smalley 

Kitchen  Diane Vack 

Office   Sara Gordon 

Sound  Laura Rust 

 

 

Fourth Sunday 

Greeters Scott Stensaas, Brent Smalley,  

Jason Galvas, Phyllis Stanbury 

Ushers  Cathy & Dave Frazee 

Kitchen Diane Vack 

Office  Dorothy Davis  

Sound  Karen Olson 

 



 

July 2009 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2  
*Yoga, Fellowship 
Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m.  

3 
*Youth Movie Night, 
Sanctuary 6 p.m. 
*Friday Covenant-
Cancelled 

4 
*Independence Day 
*Board meeting-
Cancelled 

5 
*Worship, 10:30 
a.m. 
 

6 7 
*Yoga, Fellowship 
Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m 

8 9 
*Yoga-Cancelled 

10 
*Buckham Alley-(BA) 
άaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
Magnolias: 8 p.m.  

11 
*Buckham Alley-
άaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
Magnolias: 8 p.m. 

12 
*Worship, 10:30 
a.m. 
*Second Sunday 
Collection  
PFLAG- Cookout 2-5 
p.m. 
*Buckham Alley-
άaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
Magnolias: 3 p.m 
 

13 14 
*Yoga, Fellowship 
Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

15 16 
*Yoga, Fellowship 
Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 
*Wake-Up Call Film-
Cancelled 

17 
*Friday Covenant 
Group, 7:30 p.m. 
*Buckham Alley-
άaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
Magnolias: 8 p.m 

18 
*Buckham Alley-
άaƻƻƴƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
Magnolias: 8 p.m 

19 
*Worship, 10:30 
a.m. 
 

20 
*Rummage Sale 
Collection 4-8 p.m. 

21 
*Yoga-Cancelled 
*Rummage Sale 
Collection 4-8 p.m 

22 
*Rummage Sale 
Collection 2-9 p.m. 

23 
*Yoga-Cancelled 
*Rummage Sale  
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

24 
*Rummage Sale  
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

25 
*Rummage Sale 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

26 
*Worship, 10:30 
a.m. 
*Baby shower for 
Vance, Blackinton, 
12:30 p.m. 
 

27 28 
*Yoga-Cancelled 

29 
*Operations 
Committee meeting, 
5 p.m. 

30 
*Yoga-Cancelled 

31 
*PFLAG-Final Friday 
Filmfest, Sanctuary, 
7 p.m. 

 



 


