
 

 

Sunday Services 
Sunday, June 7         òThis I Believeó                    
        Rev. David Carl Olson  
                                                                                             & the Youth Come of Age       

The youth of our con gregation spend a year of self-examination 
under the guidance of a team of teachers and mentors to think about 
what it means to become an adult, to be a member of our congregation 
and its work in the world. At this service marking the culmination of 

their trek, the youth come of age share their thoughts from the 
journeyñand for the future.  
After church:  All-Church Listening Sunday, led by the FACT Local Organizing 
Ministry  
 
 

Sunday, June 14     òA Festival of Flowersó 
                    Rev. David Carl Ol son   
                     & Amy Derrick  
 

We mark fully the end of the program year in our lifespan religious 
education program. We each bring flowers to celebrate our childrenõs 
accomplishments, and we salute the teachers and other volunteers who 
make it possible for us to have a vital program. 
After church:  Sunday School Cook-Out (please bring picnic foods to share) 
 
Sunday, June 21             "Summer Solstice and the Birth of Yinó 

                         Rev. David Carl Olson  
                        & Pia Broden-Williams  

 
Followers of the Tao see this time of year as the time when the female 

divine principle (yin) is surging. The earth is fecund, and the contours of 
our routines are rounder. We live in longer twilight and the sun lazily 
slips beyond the horizon. Ah, rest. Ah, growth. Ah, change.  
 
Sunday, June 28     Sue Owen Kinsey 
 
Today we will discuss the  reality of being Muslim  in the U.S. today; I 

will try to contrast what it  was like pre and post 9/11. What it like for a 
Muslim  to practice their faith, is there more or less discrimination. If 
someone looks like they are from  the Middle East  do they have more 
problems with traveling now than before? What does this say about our 

values? 
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                 Quahog Mitt  

 
 
 

Dear congregation, dear community, 
 

The gingko tree outside my front door is fully leafed. That beautiful spring yellow -green has 
turned to the deeper green of summer, before the leaves dull to grey-green in the fall, before they 

turn a magnificent yellow, and then fall off all at once,  in one day. 
 
I didnõt plant a Gingko biloba last September expecting that I would be leaving my house by 

this September. And yet that is what I am doing.  
 

Iõve told a couple of people, òItõs me, it isnõt you!ó But I donõt know if they believe me. 
 
Believe me. Itõs me. 
 

I had a òbig birthdayó this year when I turned 55, and it hit me deeply. I thought seriously, 
and even prayed quite a bit, about the last ten to fifteen years of my work life. And I decided that 
I donõt want to be on the job market at around age 60. So I had to choose: be prepared to spend 
the rest of my career in Flint, or be prepared to think about another setting in which to do 
ministry.  

 
I was entirely open to either possibility; and I said, òIf I can find a person with whom to have 

a household here, I can stay here until retirement. If one of the following seven or eight churches 
which will be looking for a minister in the next two or three years wants to talk about it with me, 

Iõll be ready to talk. Iõm open to a number of possibilities.ó 
 
When I shared my little list with a colleague, I learned that a congregation on my òfutureó list 

was searching for a minister to start this September, and another colleague who knew that 

congregation recommended that I inquire of them. And I did. And it  felt that this might be the 
place to which I was being called. 

 
I know that this is unexpected for you. It was unexpected for me, too. And it is painful for 

me, too, to see the kids of my Lifespan Learning program playing in the street outside my house 

and out walking in the neighborhood. To be with people I have grown to depend on better to 
understand Flint and better to make a difference here. Heartbreaking to listen to the choirs that I 
have grown to love, to have coffee in the artsy places that so feed my soul, to play Euchre with 
òthe boysó at the State Bar on Sunday night, to wander library and concert hall, church and 

cultural center. How I appreciate what you have given me; how much I will miss this town.  
 
And more. What does it mean to walk in the Memorial Garden and read names of people 

Iõve known and names of people Iõve only met through their stories? What does it feel like to 
work with people finishing up this yearõs Canvass, and to prepare next yearõs budget? What 

does it encompass when the Local Organizing Ministry of Flint Area Congregations Together 
chooses to plan together then next areas of engagement it want to embrace in our work to make a 



difference in Genesee county? What does it mean to experience the energy of a good UU 
potluck? 

 

I didnõt plant a gingko tree to leave itñand yet, I did plant it knowing that it would outlive 
my time here. I expected it to outlive my life.  

 
An Armenian proverb says something like òto bless your family and neighbors, plant flowers 

and vegetables; to bless the world, plant fruit trees.ó 
 
I think that the work of being here in Flint has tried to be about planting fruit trees. About 

reshaping our staff so that more resources were dedicated to programming; about focusing 
energy on children and family education;  about assisting in the creation of a new social justice 

arm in our church and in the Flint area. These are the trees I hoped to plant that would soon 
fruit; soon, but not necessarily fully in my own time.  

 
My prayer, I hope you may hear, is that you will tend these trees, prune them where 

necessary, mulch and fertilize them where possible, water them and let the sun shine on themñ
and let them bear much fruit.  

 
With respect, with hope,  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETI NG 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14 

 

AGENDA:  

1. ADOPTION OF THE 2009 -2010 BUDGET 

 

2. VOTE TO DISBAN THE B UILDING COMMITTEE



A NOTE FROM THE MODE RATOR  

First, I want to thank everyone for their 

participation in the UUCF Annual Meeting.  

 

Per your vote, the proposed budget will be 
reviewed on June 14, 2009; at that time the board 

expects to bring you a balanced budget to adopt for 

fiscal 2009-2010. 

 
Pledge cards are still being collected and 

can be dropped off at the church office or given to 

any board member.  

 

As the board goes forward in hiring an 
interim minister, we would appreciate your 

comments. We have a very important choice to 

make and will do our best to take your desires into 

consideration.  I am chairing the board's interim 

hiring  sub-committee, so you can send your 
comments to my email address or leave them in my 

mailbox at church. 

 

 We are facing some challenges in the next 

year and I appreciate your input.   
 

~June H. Urdy, Moderator  

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL FUNDS RAISE GUEST -AT-
YOUR-TABLE DONATION TOTAL  

            In the March  issue, I reported $402.78 had 

been raised for the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee (UUSC) by church households that 

participated in the Guest -at-Your-Table fundraiser 

conducted between Thanksgiving 2008 and New 

8ÌÈÙɀÚɯ#ÈàɯƖƔƔƝȭ  By the time the funds were sent 

to UUSC headquarters, the total had reached 
$410.28.  With the addition of $34.12 from a few 

households whose donations were included most 

recently, the amount raised for the UUSC is now 

$444.40. 

            -- Pamela Pinti, UUSC Local Representative   

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE  WERE 

ELECTED AT THE ANNUA L 

MEETING  

BOARD (2 Year Terms): 

Secretary: Bob Brown 

Treasurer: Jason Galvas 

+ÐÈÐÚÖÕÚɀȯɯ!ÖÉɯ!ÈÙÕÌÛÛȮɯ"ÏÙÐÚɯ,ÖÕÒɯȫɯ2ÏÌÐÓÈɯ2ÔÐÛÏ 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE  (2 Year Terms): 

Dorothy Davis  

Carrie Hoffman  

Brent Smalley 

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMI TTEE (3 Year 

Term) 

Laura Rust 

~The Nominating Committee  

 

 

 

 

 

Book Sale Coming Soon!!  
 

Our annual Book Sale is coming soon! This 

)ÜÕÌɯƕƖɯÈÕËɯƕƗɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯËÈÛÌÚȵɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÎÖɯ

through your book collections and find donations 

for  our sale! We welcome donations of books, 

tapes, records, DVDs, CDs and magazines. 

You may bring your donations to the 

church on Sunday, June 7, from 1:30 to 2:00 p.m. 

The following week, you may bring your books on 

Monday through Thursday, from 5:00 to 7: 00 p.m.  

Volunteers will be present at these times to help 
you unpack and place your books in designated 

categories.  You may use the service drive to have 

easy access to Fellowship Hall. 

So put down the book you are reading, find 

a few for us and thank you for your generosity.  

                                             ~Jennifer Howard, Chair 

                                  Fundraising Committee   



FACT facts!!!! 

  
         The UUCF Local Organizing Ministry 

continues to work on public education resear ch. 

June, September and October site visit teams of 

individuals from FACT congregations, Flint Public 
School teachers, administrators, students, parents 

and other stakeholders are forming as details of 

successful school sites have been identified. Look 

for  announcements of public action in mid June to 
send off our first team to California. We plan to 

visit Oakland, Sacramento and San Jose school 

programs which use innovative ideas to decrease 

violence, promote tolerance, advance academic 

rigor, raise test scores and graduation rates and 
involve parents in the schools.  

          Finally, save Sunday June 7 at 12:15pm to join 

our LOM in a listening campaign. A basic principle 

of grassroots, community organizing is identifying 

issues important to individuals b y doing one-to-
one conversations, sharing same and working 

together to research an issue and develop action 

plans. What problems are you, your neighborhood 

or family having? Can we help by coming together 
to demand action?  

Contact Rayna Bick for further i nformation at 919-

4755.  

       What issues are important to you? SAVE THE 

DATE AND PLAN TO SHARE. TOGETHER WE 
CAN DO GREAT THINGS.   

 

Please Welcome the Following New 

Members (Since September of 2008): 

Amy Childers  

Susan M arlin  

Chris Monk  

Ann Marlin  
Graham Parker  

Susan Owen Kinsey 

Jessica Hammon 

Joyce Saxton 
Thorpe Saxton 

Patricia Winkowski  

Sara Gordon 

 

Dear UU 's and friends,   There are still spots available 

for you and your family and friends at the Kirby and 
Lazar Family "Day at the Lake".  Ticket money goes to 

the church....this was a service auction item.  Please call 

the office 9232-4023) to arrange for payment.   You may 

call Sue Kirby if you have questions.   241-4223 

 
Day at the Lake 

       Fishing, Swimming, Fish Fry, Hot Dogs on the 

Grill ( vegetarian  items wi ll be available as well) 

.....You catch 'em, we'll clean 'em and cook 'em 
(We've got some in the freezer if they're not 

biting!).   We'll feed you even if you would rather 

not fish.  This is an inclusive event and we don't 

discriminate against nonfisherpersons :) Rain or 

shine.   Saturday, June 20,  1pm - dark 
       Sale price is $10 per person.   Kids of paid 

parents or guardians 1/2 price (ages 6 - 12).  Kids 

age 5 and under of paid parents or guardians free.  

Maximum family price of $35. Kirby and Lazar 

Family Cabin    Mayville, MI ... a one hour drive 
North East from Downtown Flint . Maximum 

number of participants....30 (including children 6 

and older). 

 

VASES NEEDED 
 

Our church receives a free floral bouquet 

every Sunday from Rain Forest Florist (810-653- 
3161) they are located on Lapeer Road in Davison. 

Please consider Rain Forest for all of your floral 

needs. In exchange, we provide them with vases. 

Most of the vases are ones that I purchase from the 

Salvation Army in Flint and Davison, ta ke them 
home and clean, and deliver to Rain Forest. This 

was an exchange begun by Eva Young several 

years ago. Recently the supply at Salvation Army 

has decreased, so we need everyone's help to bring 
your unwanted vases to church. They can be set on 

the shelf in the coat room by the sanctuary. Thanks 

to those of you who have purchased vases at 

rummage sales and donated them to church. They 

mainly use the large clear vases for bouquets. They 
can also use any unusual mugs, pottery and 

baskets for arrangements. 

Thanks for your help.                     ~John Straw 



Some thoughts about the Ministerial Transition  

from Rev. David Carl Olson  

 



 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS FO R 

MAY  

 

First Sunday  

Greeters Jason Galvas, Charles 

Thomas, Bob Barnett, 

Philip Greenfield, 

Cecelia Terrell 

Ushers Cathy & Dave Frazee 

Kitchen  Diane Vack, Ann Marlin  

Office  Margie Latter  

Sound  Laura Rust 

 

 

Second Sunday 

Greeters Ron Krueger, Jason Galvas 

& Sheila Smith 

Ushers  Dorothy Davis, Ann 
Giese & Todd Bostwick 

Kitchen Diane Vack, Ron Kruger, 

Tiffany Purdey  

Office Howard Schultz  
Sound  Dave Handwerker  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday  

Greeters Audrey Bassett, Rose 

Klein, D on Klein, Jason 
Galvas 

Ushers  Holly Lubowicki  & Brent 

Smalley 

Kitchen  Diane Vack, Rose & Don 
Klein  

Office   Sara Gordon 

Sound  Jim Cherry 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday  
Greeters Scott Stensaas, Brent 

Smalley, Jason Galvas, 

Phyllis Stanbury  

Ushers  Cathy & Dave Frazee 
Kitchen Diane Vack, Amy Trottier -

Neil  

Office  Dorothy Davis   

Sound  Karen Olson 
 




