
 

 

 

Sunday Services 
 

November 1 - Halloween, Hallowmas and  

Us  
Reflections on the history and meaning of Halloween, All Saints' Day and 

The Day of the Dead, including a special Halloween ritual. Worship  

associate: June Urdy 

 

November 8 - The Way We Were: History in Words  

and Music  
What are the roots of our philosophy of liberal religious education? Some 

reflections upon the words of William Ellery Channing and some songs 

from our heritage. Worship associate: Rose Klein 

 

November 15 – Islam 
Dr. Valhker will discuss Islam. Worship associate: Sue Owen Kinsey 

 

November 22 - Intergenerational Thanksgiving  

Service  
What are you thankful for? How might you share your good fortune with 

others? Come and welcome "a guest at your table." Worship associate: 

John Straw 

 

November 29 – Mutual Evolution 
In the Old Testament we’re taught that God identified God’s self to 

Moses as “I am.” This scripture actually says God called God’s self 

“Ehyeh asher Ehyeh.” Of which “I am” is only one of many possible 

interpretations. Presented by Aimee Loubert. Worship associate: Chris 

Monk 
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Shirley's Cauldron  
One of the great privileges of being a Unitarian  

Universalist minister is being invited into 

peoples' lives at special moments: joyous baby 

dedications, beautiful weddings, hospital 

visits, touching memorial services.  

 

These emotional events inevitably call forth in 

me a whole range of feelings and ultimately a 

wave of thankfulness for the honor of being 

present in others' lives as a UU minister, and 

for the many blessings I enjoy in my own life: 

good health, grown up sons and daughters 

who are good solid people, another whole 

generation of new life in two beautiful 

grandsons and three dynamic granddaughters 

and one little great-granddaughter, and of 

course the opportunity for rich and meaningful 

work with all of you.  

 

In an issue of the UU World magazine some 

years ago, sociologist Robert Bellah is quoted 

as saying that as Unitarian Universalists we are 

very strong on individual rights but somewhat 

weak on community. I respect his thoughtful 

analysis but I have not found it to be so in the 

UU congregations I have served. Community, 

not of belief but of awareness of our human 

journey together, is what drew me into a 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship back in 

Morristown, New Jersey in 1972. The presence 

of that same sort of community has sustained 

me in all my wanderings from Alabama to 

Illinois, from Maine to California, from 

Connecticut to Texas, from Washington to 

New Mexico, from Virginia to British 

Columbia, from Nevada to Michigan.  

 

In the best spirit of our community I invite any  

families who would like a baby or child 

dedication ceremony to come in and talk with 

me. Such a ceremony is an important and 

joyful way to celebrate the new young lives in 

our congregation.  

 

May we continue to celebrate and grieve and 

accept each other as the kindred spirits we all 

need and wish to be.  

 

Blessed be!  

Shirley 

 

Minister’s Office Hours 
Interim Minister, Rev. Shirley Ranck has office 

hours Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Other hours are 

available by appointment. Please see the Order 

of Service for Rev. Ranck’s phone number. 

 

Second Sunday Donation 
The October collection for the UUA 

Association Sunday for diversity in the 

ministry and congregations was $490.00. 

Thank you for your response.  The November 

Second Sunday Donation will be for Planned 

Parenthood.  This agency needs as many 

donations as possible, because of the 

continuous withdrawing of funds by the 

Religious Right politicians in the Legislatures 

of the United States.  The next date for 

collection is Sunday, November 8, 2009. 

 

Marion Van Winkle for Social Justice and 

Outreach 

 

"Painting More Music" 
November 20, 2009-Back by popular request at 

the Flint Institute of Music-MacArthur Recital 

Hall.  

 

Jeff Price and Friends will play jazz--with them 

on stage, Michael Rawley will paint using oil 

paints on canvas. Show time is 7 p.m.  

 

Admission-FREE  



Guest-at-Your-Table Activity Begins in 

November 
“Guest-at-Your-Table,” the foremost annual 

fundraising and educational activity of the 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

(UUSC), will take place between Thanksgiving 

and New Year’s Day.  Small, colorful Guest-at-

Your-Table boxes and brochures will be 

distributed on Sunday, November 22.  Each 

box is designed with a slot and is illustrated 

with the images of people in communities 

around the world that are being helped by the 

UUSC in partnership with local organizations 

in those communities.  Participation in this 

activity is voluntary; every household in our 

congregation is encouraged to take a box home 

and to keep it handy at mealtime.   Individuals 

and families can deposit coins or bills in their 

boxes, symbolically welcoming “guests” at 

their tables during the holiday season.  The 

ingathering of Guest-at-Your-Table boxes will 

commence on Sunday, January 10, 2010. 

Pamela Pinti, UUSC Local Representative 

  

Ministerial Search Committee Update 
For the past month the MSC has been 

continuing work on our portfolio, the packet 

that interested ministers will view next fall.  To 

accurately present who we are and who we are 

looking for in a minister, we need your input.  

Cottage meetings to hear what is meaningful to 

you will help us make a more pertinent survey 

and a resulting portfolio profile that is truly 

representative of UU Church of Flint.  We are 

in the process of planning these Cottage 

meetings in Jan/Feb and the survey will be 

conducted after the Pledge Canvass in the 

spring.  Look for further updates in future 

newsletters and weekly email updates. 

 

Since our last newsletter, a few questions have 

been asked of us about the search process. 

1) Why will this process take 18 months, 

rather than 12? 

a) We started late.  Typically, congregations 

are aware of the need for a new settled 

minister at the start of a calendar year.  

UU Church of Flint was notified in late 

spring. 

b) We want to find the BEST minister for 

THIS church at THIS time.  Several 

changes and events have occurred since 

the last ministerial search.  We want to 

make sure these changes and events are 

accurately reflected in our profile, 

requiring more discussion within the 

congregation before the profile piece of 

the portfolio is completed. 

2) Why is this process not completely visible 

to everyone? 

a) The process is and should be completely 

visible to the congregation.  We are trying 

to do our best to communicate what we 

are doing and why.  Posters that show 

our current step in the process are being 

used as a visual reminder, while 

newsletter and weekly updates 

communicate more of the details.  If at 

any time you have a question about the 

process, please do ask one of the search 

committee members: Carrie Hoffman, 

Rayna Bick, Jessica Hammond, Brent 

Smalley, Scott Stensaas, Sheila Smith, 

Marion Van Winkle.   

b) The only aspect we cannot share is the 

identity of any prospective members we are 

interviewing.  This is in case they have 

not shared their desire to search with 

their current congregations, to prevent a 

division in the congregation before a 

candidate is selected, and to avoid 

negative feelings between searching 

congregations in similar areas. 

In Peace, 

Your Ministerial Search Committee 

 



Dances of Universal Peace 

The Dances of Universal Peace are a body of 

spiritual songs and dances representing the joy 

of the human heart.  This group prayer is 

formed through the creative wellspring of 

mantras in the original language of those who 

brought them across.  As above, so below.  We 

dance in harmony with the spheres.  We join 

hands and rejoice in our loving voices.  All 

dances are taught.   People of all faiths are 

invited and welcomed.  This is a celebration of 

who we are as a diverse people sharing in the 

oneness of life. 

 

Please refer to the website 

www.peaceworksdancesna.org  for lots of 

good information about the dances. We are 

very excited to announce that the Dances of 

Universal Peace will be coming to Genesee 

County!  We will be gathering on a "nearly 

monthly" basis. The leaders of the Dances 

come from Columbiaville, Ann Arbor and 

Saginaw.  There will be dancers from these 

areas and more joining us here.  Beginners are 

very welcome to join those who have been 

participating for years.   Please join us in 

embracing the Dances of Universal Peace in 

Flint and Genesee County. 

 

The Dance gatherings are for adults and 

teenage youth.  Persons 6-12 years old who 

want to participate and who are accompanied 

by an adult/guardian are welcome to join us.  It 

is important that we maintain an atmosphere 

of worship and reverence so that all will be 

able to fully engage in the experience.   Please 

let Sue know one week in advance if you are in 

need of childcare.  I will attempt to arrange for 

it on the premises. 

 

A love offering will be collected each time from 

the participants.  The suggested donation is 

$10/person, but amounts large and small are 

graciously appreciated.  No one will be turned 

away for inability to offer money.  The money 

collected is to cover the expenses of creating 

this worship experience. 

 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Where: Unitarian Universalist Church of Flint 

2474 S. Ballenger Hwy., Flint, 810-232-4023 

(just south of Miller Rd. behind K-Mart) 

When: "nearly monthly" 

Sunday afternoons, 1pm-3pm 

2009 dates: October 25 and December 6 

 

Contact Sue Kirby for more information or to 

request childcare arrangements. 810-241-4223 

Email Sue Kirby at flintkirby@yahoo.com to 

request being put on a list to find out about 

future dates for Dances of Universal Peace. 

 

UU Boutique Will Feature Fair Trade 

Coffees, Teas, Chocolate Bars, and 

Cocoa Products 
A large variety of fair trade organic coffee, tea, 

chocolate bars, baking cocoa, and hot cocoa 

mix will be available for purchase at the 

church’s boutique on Saturday, November 21.  

These products make great holiday gifts!  They 

also can enhance holiday dining and 

entertaining. 

 

Yoga    
7:35 - 8:35 am Tuesdays and Thursdays 

UUCF, Fellowship Hall 

This is an ongoing yoga class open to all levels 

including beginners.  You may jump in at any 

point.  Sue Kirby leads the class as she shares 

her own practice with whoever would like to 

learn.   The charge for this class is only $5 per 

session and half of that goes to UUCF. This 

early am class could change your life!  

(continued on next page)

http://www.peaceworksdancesna.org/
http://us.mc320.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=flintkirby@yahoo.com


Yoga (Continued)  

Some dates in November and December that 

class will not be in session... 

Tues Nov 10, Thurs Nov 26, Thurs Dec 24, 

Tues Dec 29, Thurs Dec 31. 

This schedule is subject to change. Best to call 

Sue the day before if you are dropping in for 

the first time. If there are last minute changes, I 

usually only contact the folks who have been 

coming regularly.   Call me if you have any 

questions.   

Peace, Sue 810-241-4223 

 

Staff Holiday Appreciation 
The Holiday Season is fast approaching.  As in 

years past, we will be honoring our staff with a 

monetary gift from the congregation.  Please 

make your checks payable to "Ruth Straw" 

with a memo of "Staff Gifts".  I will be 

collecting your donations beginning Sunday, 

November 29 through Sunday, December 

20th.  Checks can also be sent to Ruth at 6580 

Kings Pointe Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48439.  

These are gifts and as such are not tax 

deductible. 

 

Our staff this year includes: 

Rev. Shirley Ranck (Minister) 

Amy Peterson Derrick (Director of Lifespan 

Learning) 

Pia Broden-Williams (Music Director) 

Cheryl Craig (Building and Communications 

Manager) 

Tina Dewey (Bookkeeper) 

Katie Straw (Custodian and Childcare) 

Dominique Brown (Childcare) 

Annie Cross (Childcare) 

Thank you, Ruth Straw 

 

UUCF Holiday Wish List  
Every year at the holiday season, we compile a 

Wish List.  We hope that many of you will be 

able to gift us with an item or two or donate 

money toward an item.  This is an opportunity 

for a tax deduction. 

 

Wish List 

¶ Kitchen 

o dishtowels and cloths 

o dish soap 

o liquid hand soap 

o regular coffee 

o paper plates and napkins 

o measuring cups 

¶ Operations Committee 

o 19 white, 8 foot tables (to replace the 

o heavy brown wooden ones) $70 each  

o 4 chair caddies $400 each 

o new copier for the office $8,000 - 

$10,000 

¶ Janitor 

o 1 plastic bristled broom 

 

NESK Angel Gift Giving Program 
The UUCF will again be participating in the 

Angel Christmas Gift Giving Program through 

the NESK.   Sue Kirby will be getting the 

names of 30 children.  Please contact Sue if 

you'd like to be responsible for purchasing a 

Holiday Gift for a child whose family is 

registered through the North End Soup 

Kitchen.  You may shop for one child or as 

many as you would like.  Some families take 

the same number of names to match the 

number of names in their own family.   Please 

be as generous as you are able to be.   

 

Other donations that are needed for the NESK 

adults at Christmas time.... ALL NEW. 

PLEASE....  bath sized towels, bags of white 

women's socks, bags of white men's socks,  

bags of combs, bags of toothbrushes, small 

tubes of toothpaste, bars of soap. Call Sue if 

you have any questions.  Watch for more 

details......  

Thank you.  Peace, Sue Kirby, 810-241-4223 

 



CROP Walk Update 
Church Members and Friends Raise $500 to 

Eliminate Hunger 

Flint Unitarian Universalists who took part in 

the October 4 Flint CROP Hunger Walk, as 

walkers or sponsors, raised $500.00 for the 

purpose of eliminating hunger in the Flint area 

and beyond.  One quarter of the funds, $125.00, 

will be distributed among Crossover, Dort Oak 

Park, Love Inc, North End Soup Kitchen, and 

Shelter of Flint, agencies which provide 

emergency food assistance in Flint and 

Genesee County.  Three-quarters of the funds, 

$375.00, will go to the Unitarian Universalist 

Service Committee, whose work helps alleviate 

hunger and poverty in the wider world. 

 

Weekly Volunteers 
 

First Sunday 

Greeters Charles Thomas, Bob 

Barnett, Philip Greenfield, 

& Cecelia Terrell 

Ushers  Cathy & Dave Frazee 

Kitchen  Ann Marlin  

Office   Margie Latter 

Sound   Thorpe Saxton 

Worship Associate June Urdy 

Security  Jennifer Howard 

 

Second Sunday 

Greeters Ron Krueger, Jessica 

Hammon & Sheila Smith 

Ushers Bonnie Pobocik, Ann 

Giese & Todd Bostwick 

Kitchen  Rita Short 

Office   Howard Schultz 

Sound   Dave Handwerker 

Worship Associate Rose Klein 

Security  John Helsom 

 

Third Sunday 

Greeters Audrey Bassett, Rose 

Klein, & Don Klein 

Ushers Brent Smalley and Rose 

Klein 

Kitchen   Rita Sol 

Office    Gael Edmonds 

Sound   Dave Hurt 

Worship Associate Sue Owen Kinsey 

Security  Dr. Van Winkle  

 

Fourth Sunday 

Greeters Scott Stensaas, Brent 

Smalley, & Phyllis 

Stanbury 

Ushers  Wynn & Dave 

Handwerker 

Kitchen  Diane Vack 

Office   Dorothy Davis  

Sound   Karen Olson 

Worship Associate John Straw 

Security  Don Klein 

 

Fifth Sunday 

Greeters Jason Galvas, Chris Monk 

& Carrie Hoffman 

Ushers Dorothy Davis & Nyama 

Marsh 

Kitchen  Diane Vack 

Office   Sara Gordon  

Sound   Dave Handwerker 

Worship Associate Chris Monk 

Security  Marion Van Winkle 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

Thursday, November 26. Time 

to be announced at a later date 

in the e-mail Update 



November 2009 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

*Worship, 10:30 am 

*The Life & Teachings of 

Jesus, 1 p.m. 

*Leadership 

Development Program, 

6:30 pm 

2 

*Cakes for the Queen 

of Heaven, 7-8:30 pm 

3 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*Tuesday Covenant 

Group, 1:15 pm 

 

4 

*Choir rehearsal, 6:30 

pm 

*Flute Choir, 8pm 

5 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*Lifespan Learning 

meeting, 1:30 pm 

*Children’s Choir 

rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

ASL, Chapel, 6:30 

pm 

 

 

6 

*Friday Night 

Covenant Group, 

7:30 p.m. 

7 

*Board meeting, 10 

am 

8 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

2nd Sunday Collection 

(Planned Parenthood) 

PFLAG 2-4:30 p.m. 

*The Life &Teachings of 

Jesus, 1 p.m. 

 

9 

*Cakes for the Queen 

of Heaven, 7-8:30 pm 

10 

Yoga-Cancelled 

*Worship 

Committee, 6:30 pm 

11 

*Operations 

Committee mtg, 5 

p.m. 

*Choir rehearsal, 6:30 

pm 

*Flute Choir, 8pm 

 

12 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*Children’s Choir 

rehearsal, 6:30 pm 

ASL, Chapel, 6:30 

pm 

 

13 14 

Pathway to 

Membership, 10 am 

– 2pm 

15 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

FACT LOM, 12:30-2 p.m. 

*The Life &Teachings of 

Jesus, 1 p.m. 

*Leadership Develop 

Program, 6:30 pm 

 

16 

*Community Sing, 7 

pm 

 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

17 

18 

*Choir rehearsal, 6:30 

pm 

*Flute Choir, 8pm 

19 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*Wake-Up Call 

Films, Chapel, 7 pm 

 

20 

*Friday Night 

Covenant Group, 

7:30 p.m. 

*Set-up for UU 

boutique 

21 

*Holiday Art Fair 

and UU Boutique, 10 

am-5 pm 

22 

*Worship, 10:30 am 

*The Life &Teachings of 

Jesus, 1 p.m. 

*Leadership 

Development Program, 

6:30 pm 

23 24 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

25 

*Choir rehearsal, 6:30 

pm 

*Flute Choir, 8pm 

26 

*Thanksgiving 

*Office Closed 

*Yoga-Cancelled 

 

27 28 

29 

*Worship, 10:30 am 

*Collection for Staff Gifts 

begins 

*The Life &Teachings of 

Jesus, 1 p.m. 

30      

 


