
 

 

 

 

Sunday Services 
 

October 4 - An Exaltation of Larks - Rev. Shirley Ranck 

with Ron Kruger as Worship Associate 
Do you know the proper terms for various collections of animals? Come 

have some fun learning them and perhaps inventing a few for collections 

of humans as well.  

 

ALSO: Blessing of the Animals - Rev. Shirley Ranck  

Bring your pets or their pictures.  

Service will be held outdoors after the regular service.  

 

October 11 - Broken Images and Practical Cats - Rev. 

Shirley Ranck with John Straw as Worship Associate 
Reflections on some poetry by T. S. Eliot, and the emergence of a new 

world view and a new image for humanity.  

 

October 18 - The Grandmother Galaxy - Rev. Shirley 

Ranck with Sheila Smith as Worship Associate 

Old women are the fastest growing segment of our population. Who are 

they and what do they have to say to us?  

 

October 25 – Lay led – TBA - with Sue Owen Kinsey as 

Worship Associate 
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Shirley's Cauldron  
The muse 

Ripples the water, opens doors, 

Lets in sunlight, dazzles and delights. 

She frees the poet from all obligations, 

Guilt, doubt, to wander alone by the sea 

Picking up shells, or contemplating mosses 

In the woods, free to be herself, to sing, 

Uncontaminated by duties, projected outward, 

Able to pay attention to the smallest stir 

Of wind in the silence, to observe birds. 

-May Sarton 

 

It may be that all of us, not just poets, experience the 

muse occasionally in our busy lives. Some 

unexpected insight that cannot be reached by the use 

of our will; a sudden flow of creativity which makes 

us oblivious to schedules or the need for sleep. There 

is a kind of freedom that takes over. I used to rush 

about trying to find time to study or write, saying "I 

have two hours free on Tuesday so I'll write then." 

But as May Sarton often points out, the muse cannot 

be scheduled. Sometimes on that Tuesday I would 

just sit at one of the big wooden tables in the 

university library and read poetry or look out the 

windows at the birds and trees for most of the two 

hours. And then, out of nowhere, the ideas would 

come and the writing would begin. Dinner might be 

late and the baby sitter angry, but I was exhilarated, 

"uncontaminated by duties." At  

such times I wondered why I couldn't live more of 

my life that way--free "to sing," "to wander alone by 

the sea," "to observe birds," to feel the presence of 

the muse and follow her.  

 

Every autumn as the activities of the new church 

year fill up my calendar, I renew my promise to 

myself to allow time and space in order to listen and 

watch for the presence of the muse. I know that 

when I stop rushing she will release whatever 

creativity I possess. May it be so for all of us.  

 

Blessed be!  

Shirley  

 

New Member Pot Luck 
*Friday, September 23 

*Fellowship Hall, 6 p.m. 

 

Michigan Unitarian 

Universalist  

Social Justice 

Network 
www.uujustice.org 

Sarah Redmond and Kate Warner, Co-Chairs 

 

Building Power for Justice: Yes, UU’s Can! 

Mark  Saturday, October 10th (8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.) on 

your calendar as the day you go to Flint to attend a 

very affordable UU conference “Building Power for 

Justice: Yes, UU’s Can!  This conference, sponsored 

by the Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice 

Network (MUUSJN), will be held at the UU Church 

of Flint located at 2474 S., Ballenger Highway in 

Flint.   

 

Highlights include:  

¶ Get inspired and celebrate life with UU’s from 

other Michigan congregations; 

¶ Learn from a professional organizer the latest on 

national health care reform and what UU’s can 

do to make it happen; 

¶ Two faith based organizing experts will tell how 

to work for justice in coalitions and through 

interfaith groups;  

¶ Discover how you and your congregation can 

communicate more powerfully by using 

FACEBOOK and other social media;   

¶ Workshops on the environment, working for a 

progressive income tax, justice in the Middle 

East and prison reform; 

¶ Continental breakfast, lunch and opportunities 

to network with other justice loving UU’s; 

¶ Free child care and overnight hospitality, if 

requested in advance.  

 

Registration forms are available on-line 

(www.uujustice.org) and through congregational 

justice leaders.  Registration fees: regular - $20; low-

income or students - $10. Free table displays for your 

justice activities. Call Randy Block at 248-549-5170 or 

randyblock@yahoo.com.   

 

http://www.uujustice.org/
http://www.uujustice.org)_/
mailto:randyblock@yahoo.com


Michigan UU Social Justice Network 

Conference – Needs U! 
The Michigan UU Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) 

conference needs attendees and volunteers for 

registration, continental breakfast, lunch prep and 

snack donations. Please contact Rayna Bick. This is 

an opportunity to earn money for UUCF by 

providing food service.  

 

Second Sunday Donation 
 On Sept. 12, 2009, we collected an amazing $1,264.00 

for the Food Bank's Back-pack program.  We have 

designated that it go to Eisenhower School.  There is 

an anonymous donor who will be adding $500.00 to 

this amount.  I was told that we have collected 

around $3,000.00 for this program all total for last 

year and this year.  We need to be very proud of 

ourselves.  Thank you for giving.  The children at 

Eisenhower are very grateful.   

  

On October 11, we will be collecting for the 

Association Sunday for the UUA to help support 

their initiatives it building more racially, culturally, 

and economically diverse congregations.  A part of 

this support will take the form of grants for which 

congregations can apply. 

  

Marion Van Winkle, Social Justice and Outreach 

 

F.A.C.T (Flint Area Congregations 

Together) Meeting Info 
FACT FACTS! Meetings all are welcome.  

2nd Thursday 6-7:30pm Leadership Cluster  

Next to last Thursday (usually 3rd but occ. 4th) 

Board meeting 12-1:30pm 

Last Thursday Education Reform Initiative 

Subcommittee meeting 6-7:30pm  

Third Sunday of each month UUCF Local 

Organizing Ministry (LOM) 12:30-2pm at UUCF.  

Other meetings rotate site so contact Rayna Bick or 

Sue Kirby.  
 

Holiday Art Fair and Boutique 
This year’s Holiday Art Fair and Boutique will be 

held on Saturday, November 21, 2009 from 10:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Many of you have visited this 

event in the past and have experienced the spirit of 

community and holiday excitement.   

 

Ann Giese is the chair of the Art Fair and Boutique 

Committee.  She is looking for exhibitors and 

volunteers to help with event.  There will be a 

general booth for church members who do not wish 

to purchase a display booth individually.  We know 

that we have a talented membership and hope many 

will offer their arts from painting, photography, 

jewelry, pottery, wood, textiles and others. As this 

date is one week from Thanksgiving, many buyers 

will appreciate home-baked goods.  Please let Ann 

know if you will be contributing to the general 

booth.  She will also be glad to answer any questions 

you may have. 

 

Besides the variety of vendors, we will have a café 

for a delicious repast and enjoyable conversation, 

combining consumption and community.  This can 

only be a success with church wide support.  Please 

offer your services and come and buy. 

 

 Jennifer Howard, Fundraising Chair 

 

Sunday Security  
The building has been left unlocked and/or 

unalarmed on several Sundays. It was reported to 

the Board who turned the problem over to the 

Operations Committee.  

 

The Operations Committee has developed a 

schedule for committee members to rotate being the 

person to ensure security. The people responsible 

will be:  

1st Sunday: Jennifer Howard  

2nd Sunday: John Helsom  

3rd Sunday: Dr. Van Winkle  

4th Sunday: Don Klein  

5th Sunday: Marion Van Winkle  

 

We are asking that the coffee hour concludes at 1 

p.m. except for 2nd Sunday potluck when 1:30 p.m. 

would be more reasonable. Rev. Ranck says that our 

services will end at 11:30 a.m., so 1 1/2 hours for 

coffee hour should be long enough. We have several 

restaurants nearby if we wish to socialize with 

certain individuals longer than 1 1/2 hours. Our 



kitchen clean-up people would like to be done 

earlier also.  

 

Your cooperation will make Sundays flow better and 

help us keep things secure and safe. Thank you for 

your attention to this problem.  

 

Operations Committee  

 

Search Committee 
Helping us find the BEST minister for THIS 

church at THIS time 

 

The Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) has been 

meeting weekly since August 24.  We have since 

then met with our District Representative Nana 

Kratochivil, held a retreat at the Louhelen Bahai 

Center with consultant Sara Clavez, and met with 

Rev. Ranck.  We have gotten to know each other 

quite well as both congregational members and as 

individuals; set our committee expectations (norms); 

determined our roles and responsibilities; obtained 

answers to our questions about our timeline, the 

search process, and developing a complete survey.  

We have also communicated with the Transition 

Office and begun work on the Congregational 

Record, our application that will be read by all 

ministers searching for a settlement. 

  

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  We cannot possibly find 

the BEST minister for THIS church at THIS time 

without YOU, the members of this congregation.  

We want to develop and distribute the most 

informative survey that will be used to finish the 

Congregational Record.  Therefore, we want to make 

sure we have the information we need to ask the 

most beneficial questions.  As a result, the MSC is 

currently creating opportunities for Congregational 

Dialogue; times and places for individual members 

to communicate concerns about, and needs and 

desires for, the next minister of the UUCF.  It is so 

very important that everyone participates!  Be sure 

to read weekly email updates (call Cheryl in the 

office if you are not getting these) and future 

newsletter articles as we communicate where we are 

in these Congregational Dialogue opportunities and 

the Search in general.  However, don’t feel you need 

to wait for these opportunities to discuss search-

related questions or concerns with us!   

 

You are always welcome to contact any one of the 

search committee members: Carrie Hoffman (Chair), 

Rayna Bick, Jessica Hammon, Brent Smalley, Scott 

Stensaas, Sheila Smith, and Marion Van Winkle.  We 

can all be reached by phone or email.  Notes can also 

be placed in the MSC mailbox.  We love to share our 

work regarding the process, even if we can’t share 

the specific information pertaining to applying 

ministers until we present our candidate in the 

spring of 2011.   

 

We have need for volunteers as well, both at home 

and at various Congregational Dialogue 

opportunities.  If you are interested in typing, 

making phone calls, recording dialogue, gathering 

information, or want to be otherwise available to 

help, let us know!   

 

Thanks so much for helping us find the BEST 

minister for THIS church at THIS time! –Your 

Ministerial Search Committee 

 

CROP Hunger Walk Scheduled for 

October 4 
The annual Flint CROPWalk, which has been 

renamed “CROP Hunger Walk,” will take place on 

Sunday, October 4. Woodside Church, 1509 East 

Court Street, will host the event. Registration begins 

at 1:30 p.m., and the Walk commences at 2:00 p.m. 

CROP stands for “Communities Responding to 

Overcome Poverty.” The Flint CROP Hunger Walk 

is but one of many held throughout the United 

States every autumn. Walkers raise money to reduce 

poverty in their local communities and around the 

world by collecting pledges of support from a 

variety of sources, such as family members, friends, 

neighbors, coworkers, and fellow members of their 

religious congregations. To participate as a walker or 

sponsor for this year’s walk, please visit the CROP 

Hunger Walk table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 

September 27 as well as Sunday, October 4. A 

portion of the money raised will be distributed 

among several local relief agencies; the rest will go 

to a designated organization, such as the Unitarian 



Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), which 

works to alleviate hunger and poverty nationally 

and internationally.  

 

Pam Pinti, UUSC Local Representative 

 

Leadership Development Program 

 

Attention Flint UU Youth  

ages 12 - high school 
 

10 Sunday evenings 

6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Beginning October 4, 2009 

At UUCF 

 

Á What is your leadership style? 

Á How can you build skills in communication, 

advocacy, team building and persuasion? 

Á Where do my values and ethics fit into my life? 

 

Parents should attend the session on October 4th 

with their children. 

For more information contact Lucy Mercier 

810.845.7015 or mercier@svsu.edu 

 

October Adult Programs To Begin 
Lifespan Learning is Proud to present our Fall 

classes for adults!   

To register, please call 232-4023.  

Registration is free of charge.   

Childcare is available for all courses upon request! 

 

The Life and Teachings of Jesus 

Sunday Evenings in the Chapel 

October 4, 2009- November 22, 2009  

6:30pm-8:30pm 

 

The Urantia book has become known as a 

philosophical source for personal spiritual 

exploration on many topics, including the life and 

teachings of Jesus.  During this eight-week course, 

participants will have the opportunity to examine 

Jesus' life from birth and childhood, his teachings 

and philosophy, through his death.  This course 

maybe extended according to the interests of the 

participants!   

Leader: Thorpe Saxton 

 

Choral Reading 

Sunday Evenings in the Sanctuary 

October 4, 2009- November 22, 2009 

6:30pm-8:00pm 

 

Choral Reading is the beautiful art of unison reading 

and has been present through history in many 

different settings from religious services to reading 

classes for children.  This class will practice this art 

form through an exciting variety of poetic and lyrical 

materials.   

Leader: Sheila Smith 

 

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 

Monday Evenings in the Chapel 

October 12, 2009- November 9, 2009 

7:00pm-8:30pm 

With slides, myths, poetry and the wealth of our 

personal experience, we will explore female 

religious history and its meaning for our lives.  Meet 

Our Lady of the Mammoths from the Old Stone Age 

and Enheduanna of Sumerian Ur, our first woman 

theologian; explore the Mother-Daughter religion 

which spanned two thousand years; discover the 

early peaceful civilizations of Old Europe, Turkey 

and Minoan Crete.  Leader: Rev. Shirley Ranck 

 

American Sign Language (ASL) 

Thursday Evenings in the Chapel 

October 15, 2009-November 5, 2009 

6:30-7:30pm 

 

A great opportunity for families to learn something 

new together, this four-week class will introduce 

basic, conversational ASL as well as inform 

participants about some of the benefits of learning to 

sign as a family. The class may be extended if 

participants are interested! Leader: Teresa Fowler 



 

Children's Choir Reminder 

This is a reminder that children's choir is being held 

every Thursday Evening from 6:30-7:30pm in the 

Sanctuary.  Please contact Pia Broden-Williams or 

Amy Derrick to sign up! 

 

Sunday Volunteers 

October 2009 
First Sunday 

Greeters Charles Thomas, Bob Barnett, 

Philip Greenfield, & Cecelia 

Terrell 

Ushers   Cathy & Dave Frazee 

Kitchen  Diane Vack 

Office   Margie Latter 

Sound   Thorpe Saxton 

Worship Associate Ron Krueger 

 

Second Sunday 

Greeters Ron Krueger, Jessica Hammon 

& Sheila Smith 

Ushers Bonnie Pobocik, Ann Giese & 

Todd Bostwick 

Kitchen  Diane Vack, Rita Short 

Office   Howard Schuiltz 

Sound   Dave Handwerker 

Worship Associate John Straw 

 

Third Sunday 

Greeters  Audrey Bassett, Rose Klein,  

& Don Klein,  

Ushers   Brent Smalley 

Kitchen   Diane Vack 

Office    Gael Edmonds 

Sound   Dave Hurt 

Worship Associate Sheila Smith 

 

Fourth Sunday 

Greeters  Scott Stensaas, Brent  

Smalley, & Phyllis Stanbury 

Ushers   Wynn & Dave Handwerker 

Kitchen  Diane Vack 

Office   Dorothy Davis  

Sound   Karen Olson 

Worship Associate Sue Owen Kinsey 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 

Central Michigan  
Stewardship in a Troubled Economy Workshop 

When: Saturday, Oct 31, 10:00am-3:30pm 

Where: UU Fellowship of Midland, 6220 Jefferson 

Ave, Midland (989-631-1162) 

Co-sponsors: Heartland District of the UUA, UU 

Fellowship of Midland  

Registration fee: $40/church (teams of 4-6 

representatives) 

Food costs: $10/participant (includes lunch plus 

coffee, tea, water, juices, cookies all day) 

Registrar: Gisela Moffitt (989-772-1602), 

moffi1g@cmich.edu 

Registration fees and food costs need to be paid by 

October 23. Make checks payable to UUCFM and 

send them together with registration forms to Gisela 

Moffit, 1101 Watson Road, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 

 

Workshop description: A workshop for new 

stewardship committee chairs and members as well 

as for experienced stewardship folks who want to 

strengthen their campaign or explore new options 

during economic downtimes. Ministers, membership 

and social committee representatives are also 

encouraged to attend with a team from the 

congregation. This is a nitty gritty workshop that 

recognizes there is no one right answer for all 

congregations. Several models of stewardship 

campaigns will be presented and you will get criteria 

you can use to choose what is best for your 

congregation at this time. There will be an 

opportunity for teams to begin planning for the next 

annual budget campaign. 

 

Presenter: Sara Clavez is the veteran of several 

successful stewardship campaigns. She recently 

served as St. Lawrence District Fundraising 

Consultant on a joint project with the district and the 

UUA Congregational Stewardship Program to 

increase the fundraising capacity of small to mid-

sized congregations. 

 

mailto:moffi1g@cmich.edu


October 2009 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 
*Lifespan Learning 
meeting, 1:30 p.m. 
ϝ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ сΥол ǇƳ 

2 
*Friday Night Covenant 
Group, 7:30 p.m. 

3 
Board Meeting, 10 a.m. 

4  
*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
*Leadership 
Development, UU Youth, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
*  The Life and Teachings 
of Jesus, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
*Choral Reading, 6:30-
8:00 p.m. 

5 6 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 
*Worship Committee 
meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

7 
*Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm 
Flute Choir Rehearsal, 8 
pm 

8 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 
ϝ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ сΥол ǇƳ 
*Auditions for the 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ  

9 10 
MUUSJN Conference 
10 a.m. -4 p.m. 

11 
*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
2nd Sunday Collection 
*PFLAG 2-4:30 p.m. 
*Leadership 
Development, UU Youth, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
*  The Life and Teachings 
of Jesus, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
*Choral Reading, 6:30-
8:00 p.m. 
 

12 
*Columbus Day 
*Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven, 7-8:30 p.m.  

13 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 

14 
*Operations Committee 
meeting, 5 p.m. 
*Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm 
*PFLAG Safe School 
meeting. 7-8 p.m. 
*Flute Choir Rehearsal, 8 
pm 
 

15 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 
ϝ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ сΥол ǇƳ 
*American Sign Language, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. 
*Wake Up Call Film Series, 
Chapel, 7 pm 

16 
*Friday Night Covenant 
Group, 7:30 p.m. 

17 
*Memorial Garden Work 
Party, 9am-1 pm 
*Membership meeting, 11 
a.m. 
 

18 
*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
*FACT LOM, 12:30-2 p.m. 
*Leadership 
Development, UU Youth, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
*  The Life and Teachings 
of Jesus, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
*Choral Reading, 6:30-
8:00 p.m. 

19 
*Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven, 7-8:30 p.m.  

20 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 

21 
*Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm 
Flute Choir Rehearsal, 8 
pm 

22 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 
*FACT Board meeting, 
12:00-1:30 contact Rayna 
for information  
ϝ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ сΥол ǇƳ 
*American Sign Language, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. 

23 
*New Member, Pot Luck 
Dinner, Fellowship Hall, 6 
pm 

24 
*Memorial Garden Work 
Party, 9am-1 pm 

25 
*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
*Leadership 
Development, UU Youth, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
*  The Life and Teachings 
of Jesus, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
*Choral Reading, 6:30-
8:00 p.m. 

19 
*Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven, 7-8:30 p.m.  

27 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 
*Tuesday Covenant 
Group, Overflow room, 
1:15-3:15 p.m. 

28 
*Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm 
Flute Choir Rehearsal, 8 
pm 

29 
*Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:35-8:35 a.m. 
ϝ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ сΥол ǇƳ 

30 
*PFLAG Final Friday 
Filmfest, 7 p.m. Sanctuary 

31 



 


