
 

 

Sunday Services 

 
September 6 - In the Words of Seuss - Amy Peterson Derrick with Chris 

Monk as Worship Associate  

                Today, we see the world through the eyes of Theodore Geisel; the 

beloved children’s author best known as Dr. Seuss.  Through rhythm and 

rhyme his stories have brought great joy, introspection, and a love of 

reading to millions of children and adults.  Join us this morning as we dive 

deep into the mind of the man behind The Cat in the Hat and other 

memorable characters.    

 

September 13 - Sharing the Waters of Summer - Rev. Shirley Ranck and 

the Congregation with June Urdy as Worship Associate 

One of the most remarkable worship services to be developed by 

UUs was first done at a Women's Convocation in East Lansing, Michigan 

in 1980.  Women from all across the continent brought small bottles of 

water from oceans and rivers and lakes and streams that were special in 

their lives.  As part of the worship service they poured the waters into a 

gigantic bowl as several women told where their water was from and 

why it was important in their lives.  Please remember to bring your 

special waters collected on your vacation for our annual water ceremony.  

There will also be a "press conference" with the interim minister--ask 

anything! 

*Second Sunday/ Second Principle Collection for the Food Bank 

Back Pack program with matching funds of up to $500. 

*Church Picnic, 11:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

September 20 - Walking Together - Rev. Shirley Ranck with Sheila      

Smith as Worship Associate 

Can two walk together except they be agreed?  What are the limits 

or boundaries of our UU tolerance?  How shall we in this congregation 

walk together during this interim year?                                             

 

September 27 - A Symbol for Our Times - Rev. Shirley Ranck with 

Rayna Bick as Worship Associate 

Why do we light a chalice to begin our Sunday services?  What is 

the history of the chalice and what meaning does it have for us today? 
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SHIRLEY'S CAULDRON 
  

"So you're going back East!" said my friends 

in California.  "No," replied this old New 

Jersey native, "I'm going to the Mid-west!" 

  

I said goodbye to my daughter Chris, her 

husband Ed and my California 

grandchildren, and my little great-

grandchild Emma.  I took a last look at the 

dramatic hills and bay views of the San 

Francisco Bay Area, and soon found myself 

on I---I-80.  I-80 and I are old friends and I 

love my summer road trips across this 

magnificent and varied land.  Over the 

Sierras and into Reno, across the salt flats of 

Utah, into the mountains again past the exit 

to Park City where the Sundance Film 

Festival takes place, and on through 

Wyoming.  And suddenly the wonderful 

green of the prairies of Nebraska and Iowa.  

I stopped in Madison, Wisconsin for a brief 

visit with my son Jim and grown-up 

granddaughter Camilla.  Then on to Flint. 

  

Imagine my surprise and delight when I 

arrived at the church and saw the lighted, 

ever-changing sign welcoming me to Flint!  

Thank you everyone for a lovely warm 

welcome! 

  

Blessed be! 

Shirley 

 

Minister’s Office Hours 
 

Beginning September 1, 2009 Interim 

Minister, Rev. Shirley Ranck will begin 

holding office hours Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Other hours will be available by 

appointment. Please see the Order of 

Service for Rev. Ranck’s phone number. 

Peace Fair 
 
       A big thank you to all who worked at 
the August 15 Peace Fair: John Helsom, Ann 
Marlin, Marion Van Winkle, Dorothy Davis, 
June and Steve Urdy, Chris Monk, Shelia 
Smith, Cecilia Terrell, Dolores Brabbs, Em 
and Dar Bostwick,  Emma and Sam Lazar, 
Nate Vack,  Judy and Danny Tipton,  
Cassidie Hudson and her buddy Allison, 
Freda Counelis' two nieces, National Honor 
Society Students from Carman-Ainsworth 
High School, the Red Shirted Youth from 
Genesee County for Reduction of Underage 
Drinking (GCRUD), and Michael Rawley and 
his fabulous T-shirts. 
       A big thank you to all who ran 
workshops, music, and poetry: 
Jessica Hammon and Jill Creech-Bauer 
(Peacekeepers Family Services), Holly 
Lubowicki (Recycling), Sue Kirby (Yoga), 
Diane Vack  (Domestic Violence) Music -Jim 
Cherry,  Dirk Niewenhuis, Larry Neuman, 
Todd Bostwick, Free Will, Highway of 
Distinction, Poetry Judges -Lila Bjalund, Ed 
Bullard, and Cecilia Terrell, Poetry Jam- 
Natasha Thomas of Raise It Up: Youth Arts 
Awareness 
       A big thank you to all the sponsors:  
Planned Parenthood, Peacekeepers Family 
Services, The Blue Pearl, Link Community 
Arts, The Genesee County Committee for 
Community Peace, Raise It Up: Youth Arts 
Awareness, Genesee County for Reduction 
of Underage Drinking,  and The Memphis 
Grill. 
 
       Comments and suggestions can be 
referred to the Peace Fair Committee: Sue 
Kirby, Diane Vack,  Ann Giese, Todd 
Bostwick, Freda Counelis, and Thorpe and 
Joyce Saxton



Michigan Unitarian 

Universalist  

Social Justice Network 
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Lucille McNaughton & Sarah Redmond, 

Co-Chairs 
Newsletter Article 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

     A historic battle for national health care 

reform is being waged this August.  Health 

activists from 14 Michigan UU congregations, as 

well as a union of 40,000 child care providers 

and people from other faiths, have agreed to 

work with the Michigan Unitarian Universalist 

Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) to advocate 

for national health care reform in 2009.   

     MUUSJN, a statewide network of over 600 

UU justice advocates and their allies, e-mails 

information and action alerts to rapid response 

leaders who forward it to others in their 

congregations or their communities.  The 

Network, which partners with the Michigan 

Universal Healthcare Access Network, is 

encouraging congregations to preach, teach and 

bear public witness during August that access to 

 

health care is a moral imperative.   

     The U.S. health insurance system is 

dysfunctional.  Profits of the top 10 publicly 

traded health insurance companies have 

skyrocketed 428% from $2.4 to $12.9 billion 

between years 2000 and 2007.  However, as 

premiums for health insurance soar, 47 million 

Americans are uninsured and 25 million more 

are underinsured.   

MUUSJN invites citizens to call their members 

of Congress toll free: 1-877-264-4226.  Urge 

Congress to support health system reform that 

assures consumers choices of quality, 

affordable, comprehensive coverage, that 

includes a public option to keep private 

insurance companies competitive.  For more 

information about health care reform or how to 

get involved, contact Randy Block at 248-549-

5170 or randyblock@yahoo.com.  For more 

information about action opportunities, visit 

MUUSJN’s website: 

www.uujustice.org/UniversalHealthCare.html. 

 

 

 

http://www.uujustice.org/
mailto:randyblock@yahoo.com
http://www.uujustice.org/UniversalHealthCare.html


SECOND SUNDAY DONATION 
  

The donation for our F.A.C.T. (Flint Area 

Congregations Together) dues was our 

collection for August 9.  We collected 

$617.00.  Thank you.  This completes our 

obligation for dues for this year.  On 

September 13, we will collect for the Back 

Pack Program for Eisenhower School that is 

coming through the Food Bank.  Write your 

checks to UUCF and memo Food Bank.  I'll 

designate Eisenhower School when I write 

the letter that will go with the check. 

  

Marion Van Winkle for Social Justice and 

Outreach                                       

  

 MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

  

We did a Pathway to Membership Program 

on August 8 before Rev. Olson left us.  We 

had five people in attendance, and four 

people became members.  They are: Rita Sol, 

Angie Solak, Stephanie Hackney, and Bonnie 

Pobocik 

  

 Marion Van Winkle, Chair  

  

VOLUNTEER AND LEARNING 

OPPORTUNITIES 
  

We need people who would like to learn our 

sound system, the power point system for 

the sanctuary monitors, and putting 

information on our sign.  Please call Cheryl 

Craig and sign up with her.  You will be 

contacted when the training takes place.  

  

 The UUCF Charity Golf Outing  

Set for August 29th has been cancelled and is 

going to being rescheduled for early spring 

2010.  

Thank you, Rose Klein 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 
  

The Search Committee has started its work 

by meeting weekly.  Carrie Hoffman will be 

chairing the committee.  A Retreat day will 

take place on August. 29. and Nana 

Kratochvil, our District Search 

Representative, will talk to the congregation 

about the search during the Sunday Service 

on August 30.  

 

Church Picnic 

Sunday, September 13, 2009 

11:30 until 4 p.m. 

 

Come One, Come All, to the 

Annual Church Picnic 
 

- Bounce House  

- A slip and slide for the kids. 

- Other kid’s events  

- There will be volley ball and badminton for 

the adults. 

- We will have lots of food – burgers, hot 

dogs and veggies. 

- Please bring a dish to pass, and join us for a 

day filled with fun and community. 

                     ~The Worship Committee 

  

 Quarter Notes is now named  

Half Notes  

We plan on publishing the Quarter Notes in 

the Fall and in the Spring, so we changed the 

name to Half Notes. 

If you have a poem, an essay, a cartoon, Lisa 

Land is looking for material.  Half Notes is 

open to any creative effort by children, teens, 

or adults.  You can e-mail it to Lisa (she's in 

the Directory) or drop it off at the office. 

                                    

Marion Van Winkle 

Communications Chair 



International Peace Day 
 

The International Day of Peace (Peace Day) takes 

place on September 21. It provides an opportunity 

for individuals, organizations and nations to create 

practical acts of peace on a shared date.  

 

It was established by a United Nations resolution 

in 1981 to coincide with the opening of the General 

Assembly, which was held annually on the third 

Tuesday of September. The first Peace Day was 

celebrated in September 1982.  

 

In 2002 the General Assembly officially declared 

September 21 as the permanent date for the 

International Day of Peace and as a day of global 

ceasefire. 

http://www.un-documents.net/a55r282.htm 

 

2009 will be the 27th Peace Day. 

 

By creating the International Day of Peace, the UN 

devoted itself to worldwide peace and encouraged 

all of mankind to work in cooperation for this goal. 

During the discussion of the U.N. Resolution that 

established the International Day of Peace, it was 

suggested that: 

 

"Peace Day should be devoted to commemorating 

and strengthening the ideals of peace both within 

and among all nations and peoples…This day will 

serve as a reminder to all peoples that our 

organization, with all its limitations, is a living 

instrument in the service of peace and should serve 

all of us here within the organization as a 

constantly pealing bell reminding us that our 

permanent commitment, above all interests or 

differences of any kind, is to peace." 

 

Since its inception, Peace Day has marked our 

personal and planetary progress toward peace. It 

has grown to include millions of people in all parts 

of the world, and each year events are organized to 

commemorate and celebrate this day. Events range 

in scale from private gatherings to public concerts 

and forums where hundreds of thousands of 

people participate. 

 

Anyone, anywhere can celebrate Peace Day. It can 

be as simple as lighting a candle at noon, or just 

sitting in silent meditation. Or it can involve getting 

your co-workers, organization, community or 

government engaged in a large event. The impact if 

millions of people in all parts of the world, coming 

together for one day of peace, is immense. 

 

International Day of Peace is also a Day of 

Ceasefire – personal or political. Take this 

opportunity to make peace in your own 

relationships as well as impact the larger conflicts 

of our time. Imagine what a whole Day of Ceasefire 

would mean to humankind. 

 

Since 1998 the Genesee County Committee for 

Peace has sponsored a Peace Day Celebration 

usually on the Saturday closest to M. Gandhi’s 

birthday which is October 2. This year’s celebration 

is on Saturday, October 3.  

 

This year, members of the community are 

gathering to observe peace on September 21 as 

well. Plans are still in the making, please contact 

Sue Kirby, chair, Genesee County Committee for 

Community Peace for details of the September 21 

and October 3 events at 241-4223 or 

flintkirby@yahoo.com 

 

 

F.A.C.T (Flint Area Congregations 

Together) Meeting Dates: 
 

Thursday Sept. 10 at Christ 

 Fact Leadership Cluster 5:30 food meet 6-7:30  

The King Catholic Church Seymour at Lapeer Rd.  

 

Fact Board Meeting Thursday, Sept. 17 12-2pm. 



Health Care Reform Discussion 

Wake-Up Call Films 
Wake-Up Call films will resume its monthly series 

held on the 3rd Thursday of Each month beginning: 

Thursday, September 17 in the Chapel at 7 p.m. 

The September film features an interview with 

former Health Insurance Executive and 

whistleblower Wendell Potter. 

 

Mr. Potter exposes the “corporate connection” in 

the current health care reform debate. 

 

There will be a discussion following the film. 

 

 

 

Final Friday Filmfest &Discussion 
Sponsored by Genesee County PFLAG 

August 28 @ 7pm 

Dorian Blues is a 2004 comedy film about a gay 

teenager coming to terms with his identity in 

upstate New York.  
 

 

September‘s Sunday Volunteers 
 

We are currently in the process of updating the 

Sunday volunteer list for the new program year. 

We will return in October’s newsletter…. 

 

Thank you for your patience 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teenager
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upstate_New_York


 

September 2009 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*Tuesday Covenant 

Group, 1:15 p.m. 

.  

 

 

2 *Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

4 5 

Board Meeting, 

Fellowship Hall, 10 

a.m. 

6 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

 

7 

*Office Closed in 

Observance of Labor 

Day 

8 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

9 

*Operations Comm. 

meeting, 5 pm 

*PFLAG Safe Schools 

Meeting, 7 p.m. 

 

10 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

11 12 

*Memorial Garden 

Work Party, 9 am- 

1 pm 

13 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

*Second Sunday 

Collection for Food 

Bank Back Pack 

Program 

*Church Picnic 11:30-

4 pm (Please being a 

dish to pass) 

 

14 15 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*Tuesday Covenant 

Group, 1:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

16 17 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

18 19 

20 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

FACT LOM, 

Blackinton, 12:30- 

3 pm 

 

21 

Community Sing, 

with the Flint Folk 

Music Society, 

Fellowship Hall, 7 

pm 

22 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

23 24 

*Office Closed 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

*Wake Up Call Film 

Series, Chapel, 7 pm  

 

25 

*Office Closed 

*PFLAG, Final 

Friday Film Fest, 7 

pm 

26 

27 

*Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

 

28 29 

*Yoga, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:35-8:35 a.m. 

 

30    



 


