Ministers

The Congregation &
Rev. Shirley Ranck

Director of Lifespan
Learning

Amy Peterson Derrick
Music Director

Pia Broden-Williams
Office Manager

Cheryl Craig
Moderator

June Urdy
Treasurer

Marion Van Winkle
Secretary

Bob Brown

Justice &
Communications

Ann Giese
Worship & Music

Christine Monk
Lifespan Learning

Sheila Smith

Membership & Red
Carpet

Rose Klein
Operations & Finance

Dr. Van Winkle
Fundraising

Bob Barnett
Newsletter

Nyama Marsh

The Flint Unitarian Universalist
vol. 30, No. 2 February 2010
”A Beacon of Love and Acceptance in Mid-Michigan”

Worship Service and Religious Education Classes
begin at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays

Sunday Services

February 7

St. Brigid, Candlemas, and Ground hog Day

What is it that human beings celebrate at this peculiar time of year?
Rev. Ranck, Speaker

Chris Monk, Worship Associate

February 14

Social Justice and its Relevance Today

Social Justice and its Relevance Today.

Lorna Latham of the Urban League, Speaker

Sue Owen Kinsey, Worship Associate

Second Sunday/Second Principle Collection: UUA and UUSC for Haiti
Emergency.

Welcoming “Pot Luck” Luncheon

February 21

The Briarpatch Society

Paradoxes, intuitions and emotional sensitivities that emerge when we
look at the laws of money according to a Taoist pattern for constructing
law.

Rev. Ranck, Speaker

John Straw, Worship Associate

February 28

Crown and Dream

How often is the vision of a new way of being human together granted to
those with the power to make it the foundation of law and custom? The
only Unitarian King in history, and his Queen Mother, shared such a
vision and such power. Come and meet our Transylvanian ancestors.
Rev. Ranck, Speaker

Joyce Saxton, Worship Associate



Shirley's Cauldron

A few years ago I heard poet
Maya Angelou speak. She
called upon whites and blacks
alike to read and treasure the
poetry of all races as contributions to our
human heritage. I remember many years ago
hearing the great sociologist Gunnar Myrdal
make a similar plea. He said we needed to
widen our identities, to see the African
American experience as part of our very selves
if we were ever to resolve our conflicts. True to

her view, Maya Angelou read from the works
of varied races, nudging us to find ourselves in
all of them.

February is Black History Month, a
good time for all of us to look at history and at
life through the eyes of our great black writers.
Most of us have been educated only in the
white view of history and society. We have
mistakenly believed that it was objective, true
and the only possible view. We know now that
even physical scientists recognize experimenter
bias in their observations and interpretations.
Such bias is even more present in the social
sciences and history. This month let us expand
our education and claim the great writers of all
races as ours, as part of our very selves, our
identities as human beings.

Such an expansion of our education and
our identities won't be easy. Many of our
cherished assumptions and so-called truths
will be called into question. We may be
shocked to discover who we really are, how
limited our vision has been. But I firmly
believe we will also be moved and delighted
by the richness and diversity we can enjoy.

Let us all say with Luisa Teish: "I will
not wear your narrow racial jackets as the
blood of many nations runs sweetly through
my veins."
~Blessed be! Shirley
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Interim Minister, Rev. Shirley Ranck has
office hours Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Other
hours are available by appointment. Please see
the Order of Service for Rev. Ranck’s phone
number.

Second Sunday Donation & Haiti

On January 10, we collected $401.55
toward our goal of $500 for registration for
Midwest Leadership School. That's a great
start! We have until May to send our
registration in. We already have two people
who said they were interested. Please talk
with Carrie Hoffman, Nominating Chair or
Marion Van Winkle, Denominational Affairs if
you are interested. We can send up to four
people. If four of you go, you could car pool,
because you won't be using your cars while
you're at the School.

I want to thank the congregation for all
the support you give for these monthly
donations. It's one of the ways to do Social
Justice as well as our efforts in the community
with the F.A.C.T group (Flint Area
Congregations Together).

Next month UU Flint will collect for
the Haiti emergency during our Second
Sunday donation on 2/14. The Service
Committee and the UUA are doing a joint
tundraising effort. We were going to collect for
the Service Committee, so we'll indicate it's for
their work with Haiti.

If you cannot donate at church on 2/14,
the UUA and the UUSC have created a fund
to support relief and recovery efforts after the
devastating earthquake in Haiti. Donations
by check can be made payable to “UUSC/UUA
Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund” and mailed to
UUSC, P.O. Box 844001, Boston, MA 02284-
4001. To obtain more information and to
donate by credit card, go to uusc.org.

~Marion Van Winkle, for Social Justice and
Outreach



Ministerial Search Committee Update

As I write this article for the newsletter,
the “To the Point” cottage meetings are
underway! The four questions we presented
about inspirational ministers, strengths of the
congregation, weaknesses, and what we
envision for our ideal church community led to
interesting conversation. After only one
meeting night, several of you commented that
this was a helpful step in the process of
searching, and we're glad it was so.

During the same meetings, some
common threads are running throughout: a
desire to see growth, seeing factions develop
within the church over a few issues, and a
desire for us to deepen our community’s
relationships in all areas. We are excited to see
what will come of the next round of meetings
that will occur just as this newsletter is being
distributed!

Next month, we will be compiling the
responses gathered during the “To the Point”
cottage meetings. Then, we will be using that
information as we begin to tailor the UUA’s
ministerial search survey template,
personalizing it to our church and our
congregation. Look for more information
about the survey distribution next month, as
our anticipated survey release date is April 2.

Thanks for continuing to help us help
tind the BEST minister for THIS church at THIS
time!
~Carrie Hoffman,
for your Ministerial Search Committee

DREAMING BIG

Every great advancement in
society started as someone's

All are invited to our annual
Pledge Drive kickoff gourmet
, (- & wwHKick willibe held

dinner “# 1 $
on February 27, 2010 beginning at 6 PM (child
care will be available). Please join us for an

evening of great food and fun musical and
dramatic entertainment.

Starting the first week of February, we
will have a table set out in the narthex where
you can share your dreams for our church.
This coming year will be an exciting year as
our Search Committee completes their work of
finding a new minister.

What are our dreams for the future? How do
we make them come true?

Dreams show the world who we really want to be....
Dreams shared can build a momentum thatz
unstoppable....

Please come dream with us-

Join us in striving to make our dreams a reality!
Please RSVP to John or Ruth Straw 810-953-1137

Dances of Universal Peace

The Dances of Universal Peace are a
body of spiritual songs and dances
representing the joy of the human heart. This
group prayer is formed through the creative
wellspring of mantras in the original language
of those who brought them across. As above,
so below. We dance in harmony with the
spheres. We join hands and rejoice in our
loving voices. All dances are taught. People of
all faiths are invited and welcomed. This is a
celebration of who we are as a diverse people
sharing in the oneness of life. Please refer to the
website www.peaceworksdancesna.org for lots
of good information about the dances, 1pm-
3pm February 7, 2010.

Contact Sue Kirby for more information
or to request childcare arrangements. 810-241-
4223 Email Sue Kirby at flintkirby@yahoo.com
to request being put on a list to find out about
future dates for Dances of Universal Peace




Nominating Committee

We're halfway through the church year!
At this time, the Nominating Committee
(Carrie Hoffman, Chair; Brent Smalley,
Secretary; Bob Brown, Board Liaison, Delores
Brabbs, and Dorothy Davis) have compiled a
list of the open positions for the 2010-2011
year. Terms are ending this year for the
following: *For the Board: Moderator,
Treasurer, Finance Liaison, Membership
Liaison, Outreach Liaison. *For the
Endowment Committee: Chair, Member.
*Nominating Committee: Member

We thank the members who have
dedicated their time to serving in these
positions. Many of these positions may
continue to be filled by the incumbents.
However, the Board Treasurer and
Endowment positions must be filled by others
due to term limits and resignations.

If you are interested in filling any of the
above open positions, please submit your
name and position of interest to the
Nominating Committee mailbox on the main
floor, located next to the men's bathroom. A
member of the Nominating committee will be
in contact with you in February.

People who are interested in attending
the following are also asked to submit their
names: *Heartland District 10th Annual
Meeting (Ann Arbor, MI), April 9th-11t.
*General Assembly 2010 (Minneapolis, MN),
June 23-27%. *Leadership school (Beloit, WI),
July (dates to be announced)

Last, but not least, start thinking about
nominations for Volunteer of the Year! More
information will be provided in the next
newsletter.
~In Peace, The Nominating Committee

Board Notes

At its January 16th meeting the Board
heard of the exciting plans for the upcoming
annual canvass. Cathy and Dave Frazee, and

Ruth and John Straw, co-chairs of the 2010-

2011Canvass have put together an exceptional

campaign. Look for exciting events in the near

future.

The Treasurer reported:

o For the month of December the income was
$12,034.54

o For the month of December the expense
was $12,281.18

o For the month of December the net income
for the church was -$246.54

e Year to date in income is $88,812.38

e Year to date in expense is $96,397.98

e Year to date the net income for the church
is -$7,585.60

« Balance in check book as of January 12,
2010 was $15,981.66

While we are still incurring a monthly
deficit, we are on track fiscally. All of our
revenue does not come in uniform monthly
amounts. The Tower revenue, our second
largest source of revenue, comes in once a year
in the late winter.

It is with pride and commitment that we
are a welcoming congregation. Every 10 years,
as a congregation we should undertake the
comprehensive and joyful reaffirmation of that
important status. The Board has agreed to
plan and facilitate this congregational effort.
~Bob Brown

Valentine Party

February 13, 7 Pm To 10 Pm

Cupid’s helpers are joined in the party
planning effort by members of the Ministerial
Search Committee. We hope to provide a
delicious array of donated refreshments. If
music be the food of love, as the saying goes,
we are still in need of a disc jockey. To help
with food, beverages, or music, please contact
~Pam Pinti, .810.230.0281



FACT Facts

The UUCF Local Organizing Committee
(LOM) has launched the Green Sanctuary
certification process, beginning with a
summary of the 120-page Manual produced by
the UUA. Currently, approximately 20% of all
UU congregations nationwide are certified as
green sanctuaries or in the process of becoming
certified.

This program contributes to the well-
being of everyone in the congregation, and part
of the program requirements includes a major,
ongoing collaboration with another
congregation(s) or organization, e.g. another
FACT congregation or the Urban Gardens
project. Congregational involvement in the
program includes three basic areas of UU life:
personal lifestyle choices, congregational
programs and practices, and outreach and
activism within the broader community.

There's an area for each of us to
contribute. At this time, we need more
volunteers for our 'Green Team". Currently, Al
Putney, an environmental engineer, has agreed
to help with an environmental assessment.
Holly Lubowicki, Diane Vack, and Tina Putney
are beginning work on introducing the Green
Sanctuary concept to our congregation. Look
for a Green Sanctuary table at coffee hour in
the near future to provide more information
and opportunities for you.

Twelve projects total are required for the
certification and much will be done for our
church and the community at large while
meeting those goals. Our FACT Local
Organizing Ministry (LOM) group encourages
anyone interested in this program to contact
Tina Putney, Rayna Bick or Marion Van Winkle
or check out the program materials at UUA.org
then Leaders then Resources then Green
Sanctuary.

FACT continues with exciting educational
reforms efforts in collaboration with other

groups in the Genesee County area. 11 FACT
sponsored persons visited Harlem Children's
Zone in early December, 5 were in San Jose
Cahis this past week at a PICO sponsored
educational reform training session and
another ad hoc committee is proceeding to the
grant writing stage in anticipation of bring Dr.
C. Nixon's Technology Lab and Leadership
Development program to the Genesee County
area. The UUCF concern for education quality,
safety in the schools and parent involvement
grew feet and joined other concerned FACT
leaders AND is now getting wings of
collaboration. Several UUCF members are
staying very involved. For more information
ask Sue Kirby or Rayna Bick.

*Opportunities to meet clergy and lay leaders
in FACT occur each month. Please call Sue,
Marion or Rayna. Most meetings offer light
snacks or lunch.

*Second Thursday 6-7:30pm is Leadership
Cluster. February 11 is at Damascus Holy Life
Baptist Church, Russell at N. Saginaw (south of
Carpenter Rd.).

*Third Thursday 12-1:30p is Board Meeting.
February 18 at Damascus Holy Life as above.
*Third Sunday 12:30-2p is UUCF LOM meeting
in Blackinton Hall.

~Rayna Bick and Tina Putney



Our Budget Challenge for Next Year

These are tough times. We all know
that. In the worlds that I inhabit - higher
education, health & human services - everyone
is talking about, not the challenge of this year,
but of the disaster that is 2010-2011. In that
fiscal year, starting in October of 2010, most of
the stimulus funding that plugged most of the
gaps this year will be gone. The results will be
unprecedented. For example, at Michigan State
University where I work, Extension (MSUE)
will lose 45% of its funding. All county offices
will be closed and MSUE will re-configure
itself into seven districts. They will survive but
will never again look the same.

We have a similar challenge. This year
we plugged a $13,600 shortfall between
expected revenue and expected expenditures
with a one-time estate gift. We won't have that
gift again. Here's the budget lowdown:

2009-2010 Budget
Major Revenue Sources

Pledge Income $85,202
Building Rentals ~ $43,500
Tower Rental $33,600

All other sources  $27,515

$189,617 Total Ongoing
Revenue Sources

$13,632 One-time Dorothy
Nagrich Gift
Total Revenue $203,249
Major Expense Items

Personnel $127,084
Building $ 52,690
UU Dues $ 10,125

$189,899 Sub-total of

major expenses
All other expenses $ 13,350
Total Expense $203,249

To continue to operate like we are doing
this year, and if no costs increase (and what's
the likelihood of that?) we will need to raise an
additional $13,632. That's a tall challenge for
us. As we move into our annual canvass

campaign, this is what we must strive to
achieve.
~Bob Brown, Board Secretary

Help Wanted!!

Lifespan Learning Committee is looking
for volunteers, young and old, who would like
to share a story during our Sunday morning
worship services, as a part of our Storytelling
Ministry.

Volunteers will read a picture book,
recite a poem, share a song, or even to tell a
story about an object or from a life experience.
Sharing the gift of a story is a great way for
volunteers who would like to connect with
members of every generation, as well as share
passions and talents. The subject matter can tie
into the sermon topic, but can also just be a fun
and silly story that you would really like to
share with the congregation.

If you would like to volunteer, please contact
~Amy Derrick, pestro2001@hotmail.com,
810.280.7928.

We are looking forward to hearing your
favorite stories!

Ingathering of
Guest-At-Your-Table

Boxes Is Underway
Several church
households have
NG returned Guest-at-Your-
“esiises s Table Boxes. 1 trust there
are more to be returned. Boxes can be left in
the church office on Sundays or during office
hours Mondays thru Fridays. This Guest-at-
Your-Table activity provides funds for the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(UUSC). Thank you for your generosity.
~Pam Pinti, UUSC Local Representative



New Member Biographies

Rita Sol-

Rita Sol started attending our church because
her daughter and son-in-law, Nyama and
Todd Marsh are members. She and her other
daughter, Angie Solak, joined together in
August. She has been single for over 10 years.
She has completed a Master's degree in Library
Science, but has not been able to find a job in
this field. For the past 6 months she has been
working in a bank.

Rita volunteers at the Bloomfield
Community Television station as a production
floor manager and hosts a Library Highlights
program there. She also volunteers as floor
manager at WDET, Detroit Radio Information
Service and WDIV InterFaith Odyssey in the
Detroit area. It is not surprising that she has
chosen to share her talents with us as sound
tech at our Sunday morning services. If you
haven't already done so, please make it a point
to get to know and welcome Rita to our church
community.

Angie Solak-

Rita Sol's daughter and Nyama Marsh's sister,
Angie, says she is very happy to be among
such friendly and welcoming people. She is a
single mom of two beautiful girls, Angel, age 8
and Lauren, age 5. She is quite close to earning
her associates degree in Business Management
from Baker University. She also enjoys
providing child care for her nephew, Vance,
while his parents, Nyama and Todd Marsh
work.

Angie is eager to find a place among us.
Although she may appear shy, she assures me
that she likes to be approached by new people.
Let's all get to know her better.

Copier Capital Campaign
\‘ ,/

There once, in a place quite serene,
Was a church with no copy machine.
Not a single agenda
Did committees attend to,

And minutes! Nowhere to be seen.

There were thousands of tasks left undone,
And all lesson plan masters unrun.
Both grown up and child,

Were exceedingly riled,

Yet their troubles had only begun.

And saddest was each Sunday service,
With ushers to truly unnerve us,
As they stood empty handed,
While folks all demanded

Their (uncopied) Order of Service.

As some of you know, the copy machine is on
its proverbial last legs. The situation grows
more problematic with each passing copy.
Because of this, the Operations Committee and
Board are revitalizing the capital campaign for
a new copier in the office. Brady Business
Systems is offering us a time-limited sale price
of $4,656 on the Kyocera Mita-2560 Digital
Imager model. It seems we must depend on
your generosity yet again. Thank you for past
contributions and your consideration for
additional dollars to purchase our much
needed copier.

~Your beggar friend,

Jennifer Howard, Operations Chair



Weekly Volunteers

First Sunday
Greeters

Ushers
Kitchen
Office
Sound
Security

Second Sunday
Greeters

Ushers

Kitchen

Office
Sound
Security

Third Sunday
Greeters

Ushers

Kitchen
Office
Sound
Security

Fourth Sunday
Greeters

Ushers
Kitchen
Office
Sound
Security

Charles Thomas

Bob Barnett

Philip Greenfield
Cecelia Terrell

Cathy & Dave Frazee
Ann Marlin

Margie Latter
Thorpe Saxton
Jennifer Howard

Jessica Hammon
Sheila Smith
Bonnie Pobocik
Ann Giese

Todd Bostwick
Rita Short
Howard Schultz
Dave Handwerker
John Helsom

Audrey Bassett
Rose & Don Klein,
Brent Smalley
Rose Klein

Rita Sol

Gael Edmonds
Dave Hurt

Dr. Van Winkle

Scott Stensaas

Brent Smalley

Phyllis Stanbury

Wyn & Dave Handwerker
Diane Vack

Dorothy Davis

Karen Olson

Don Klein



Second Sunday Collection for UUA and UUSC for Haiti Emergency

Sunday

7

*Worship 10:30 am

*Meet the Minister Overflow
room 12 pm

*Dances of Universal Peace 1-
3 pm

14

*Worship 10:30 am

*Second Sun/Second Principle
Collection

*Pot Luck Luncheon
*PFLAG-2-4:30 pm in

21

*Worship 10:30 am

*FACT LOM Blackinton 12:30
pm

*Youth Group Coffee House-
Fellowship 5-9 pm

28
*Worship 10:30 am

*Pathway to Membership 12-4

pm

Monday

15
Community
Sing
Fellowship
Hall 7 pm

22

Tuesday

2

*Yoga Fellowship
Hall 7:35-8:35 am
*Tuesday
Covenant 1:15 pm

9

*Yoga Fellowship
Hall 7:35-8:35 am
*Finance
Committee
meeting 4 pm

16

*Yoga Fellowship
Hall 7:35-8:35 am
*Tuesday
Covenant 1:15 pm

23
*Yoga Fellowship
Hall 7:35-8:35 am

Wednesday

3
*Choir rehearsal 6:30 p.m.
*Flute Choir 8 pm

10

*Operations Committee
meeting 5 pm

*Choir rehearsal 6:30 pm
*Flute Choir 8 pm

17
*Choir rehearsal 6:30 pm
*Flute Choir 8 pm

24
*Choir rehearsal 6:30 pm
*Flute Choir 8 pm

Thursday

4

*Yoga Fellowship Hall
7:35-8:35 am
*Children’s Choir 6:30
pm

*RE Committee
Meeting 5 pm
*Worship Committee
Meeting 6:30 pm

11

*Yoga Fellowship Hall
7:35-8:35 am
*Religious Education
meeting 1:30 pm
*Children’s Choir 6:30

18

*Yoga 7:35-8:35 am
*Wake-Up Call Films
Chapel 7 pm
*Children’s Choir 6:30

pm

25

*Yoga Fellowship Hall
7:35-8:35 am
*Children’s Choir 6:30

pm

Friday

5
*Friday Covenant
7:30 pm

12

19
*Friday Covenant
7:30 pm

26

February 2010

Saturday

13

*Valentine’s Dance
Fellowship Hall 7-
10 pm

20
*Board meeting
Fellowship 10 am

27

*Canvass Dinner
Fellowship Hall 6-
8 pm



